Commission  censures 
Texas  judge 

Buoyed  by  the  latest  ruling ,  Dallas'  gay  and 
lesbian  community  pushes  for  the  removal  of 
anti-gay  judge  Jack  Hampton 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  Jack  Hampton,  the 
district  court  judge  who  told  a  reporter  he 
gave  a  convicted  murderer  a  lenient  sentence 
because  his  victims  were  gay,  was  publicly 
censured  Nov.  28  by  the  Texas  State  Com¬ 
mission  on  Judicial  Conduct.  Less  than  a 
month  after  a  special  investigator  largely  ex¬ 
onerated  Hampton  (See  GCN,  Nov.  5, 
1989),  the  Commission,  in  issuing  the  cen¬ 
sure,  has  taken  the  strongest  action  it  can 
short  of  removing  Hampton  from  the 
bench. 

Gay  and  lesbian  Texans  involved  in  the 
Hampton  case  told  GCN  they  were  pleased 
that  the  Commission  had  issued  such  a 
strong  condemnation  of  the  judge,  but  they 
said  they  will  not  be  satisfied  until  Hampton 
is  off  the  bench.  “It’s  not  going  stop  here,” 
said  William  Waybourn  of  the  Dallas  Gay 
Alliance.  “I  understand  the  Commission 
calls  this  the  end.  We’re  calling  it  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end,”  he  added,  saying  the  Alli¬ 
ance  plans  to  continue  to  push  for  Hamp¬ 
ton’s  removal  and  to  oppose  his  bid  for  re- 
election. 

Hampton  gained  national  notoriety  near¬ 
ly  a  year  ago  when  he  told  a  Dallas  Times 
Herald  reporter  that  he  gave  Richard  Ber- 
nardski  a  relatively  lenient  sentence  for 
murdering  Tommy  Lee  Trimble  and  John 
Lloyd  Griffin  in  part  because  the  victims 
were  gay.  Many  were  outraged  by  Hamp¬ 
ton’s  statements  to  the  Times  Herald  that 
blamed  the  victims  for  Bernardski’s 
violence:  “These  two  guys  that  got  killed 
wouldn’t  have  been  killed  if  they  hadn’t 
been  cruising  the  streets  picking  up  teenage 
boys.”  In  fact,  witnesses  testified  in  the  trial 
that  Bernardski  and  some  others  had 
deliberately  gone  to  the  Oak  Lawn  area  of 
Dallas  to  harass  “the  homosexuals.” 

Hampton  also  included  prostitutes  in  his 
biased  comments:  “Some  murder  victims 
are  less  innocent  in  their  deaths  than  others. 
In  those  cases  a  defendant  is  unlikely  to 
deserve  a  maximum  sentence....  I  put  prosti¬ 
tutes  and  gays  at  about  the  same  level.  If 
these  boys  had  picked  up  two  prostitutes 
and  taken  them  to  the  woods  and  killed 
them,  I’d  consider  that  a  similar  case.” 

The  Commission,  in  its  Nov.  27  state¬ 
ment,  found  that  “Judge  Hampton’s  com¬ 
ments,  per  se,  were  destructive  of  public 
confidence  in  the  integrity  and  impartiality 
of  the  judiciary,”  a  violation  of  the  judicial 
code.  The  Commission  said  the  public  res¬ 
ponse  to  Hampton’s  comments  —  which 
came  from  lesbians,  gay  men,  civil  liber¬ 
tarians  and  members  of  the  legal  community 
all  across  the  country  —  was  evidence  of  the 
“hostility  and  distrust  generated  by  [Hamp¬ 
ton’s]  irresponsible  statements.”  The  Com¬ 
mission  said  Hampton’s  actions  have  “cre¬ 
ated  an  additional  burden  for  the  entire  ju¬ 
diciary.” 

The  Commission  also  criticized  Hampton 
for  talking  about  a  case  pending  before  him, 
the  only  violation  of  the  judicial  code  that 
the  special  investigator  had  also  found 
Hampton  guilty  of.  The  prosecutor,  or 


“special  master,”  Robert  Murray,  found  in 
his  report  that  Hampton  had  violated  this 
provision  of  the  code,  but  that  the  judge  was 
nevertheless  unbiased. 

David  Bryan,  legal  director  of  the  Texas 
Human  Rights  Foundation,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  that  filed  the  original  complaint  against 
Hampton,  told  GCN  the  action  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  was  relatively  rare.  He  said  that  the 
Commission  gets  about  500  complaints 
about  judges  each  year,  the  vast  majority  of 
which  are  dismissed.  According  to  Bryan,  of 
the  complaints  brought  in  the  last  two  years, 
the  Commission  has  issued  seven  public  cen¬ 
sures  and  no  removals.  He  said  there  have 
only  been  “a  few”  removals  in  the  entire 
25-year  history  of  the  Commission. 

Bryan  said  most  of  the  judges  who  have 
been  publicly  censured  by  the  Commission 
have  voluntarily  stepped  down  from  the 
bench,  an  action  Hampton  has  given  no  in¬ 
dication  he  will  take.  As  a  result,  activists 
are  pursuing  other  options  to  have  Hamp¬ 
ton  removed.  Bryan  said  a  group  of  lawyers 
who  have  worked  in  Hampton’s  court  have 
filed  a  petition  requesting  Hampton’s 
removal.  And  Weybourn  said  local  and  na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  groups  have  mounted 
letter-writing  and  publicity  campaigns  aim¬ 
ed  at  pressuring  the  Commission  to  remove 
Hampton. 

“[Hampton]  is  still  a  burden  to  the 
judiciary  as  long  as  he  remains  on  the 
bench,”  said  Weybourn.  “What  will  hap¬ 
pen  when  a  gay  man  or  lesbian  comes  into 
his  courtroom?”  he  asked,  adding  “Hamp¬ 
ton  cannot  be  a  judge  for  all  of  the  people.  ’  ’ 

Both  Weybourn  and  Bryan  said  there 
have  been  positive  outcomes  to  the  Hamp¬ 
ton  affair  in  addition  to  the  Commission’s 
public  censure  of  the  judge.  Weybourn  said 
that  many  Dallas  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
been  galvanized  by  the  judge’s  homopho¬ 
bia,  and  that  the  result  is  a  more  powerful 
activist  community.  He  also  said  stronger 
ties  have  been  made  with  other  progressive 
groups  who  joined  in  the  denunciation  of 
the  judge.  These  ties,  along  with  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  findings,  will  “make  it  easier  to 
jump  on  the  bandwagon”  to  fight  homo¬ 
phobia  in  Dallas,  according  to  Weybourn. 

Bryan  said  that  in  addition  to  strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Dallas  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
Hampton’s  actions  had  also  sparked  calls 
within  the  American  Bar  Association  (ABA) 
to  adopt  a  resolution  banning  anti-gay  bias. 
He  said  the  ABA’s  Resolutions  Committee 
has  heard  testimony  on  the  proposal,  in¬ 
formally  called  the  “Hampton  Amend¬ 
ment,”  which  would  ultimately  require  the 
approval  of  the  group’s  membership  at  its 
annual  national  convention. 

Justice  at  the  ballot  box? 

Bryan  said  Hampton  could  appeal  the 
Commission’s  findings,  which  would  re¬ 
quire  a  review  of  the  case  by  a  three-member 
panel  of  appeals  judges  who  would  be 
selected  by  lot.  Bryan  said  he  would  not  be 
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An  interview  with  the  marvelous 

Fundamentalists  defeat 
gay  rights  measures 

The  result  of  the  recent  election  could  serve  as  a  warning 
sign  for  Massachusetts  gay  men  and  lesbians 


By  Kevin  Farrell 

IRVINE,  Calif.  —  The  repeal  of  an  anti- 
discrimination  clause  here  —  one  of  five  ma¬ 
jor  losses  for  gay  men,  lesbians  and  people 
with  AIDS  in  last  month’s  election  —  sug¬ 
gest  that  gay  and  lesbian  rights  advocates  are 
facing  a  nationally  coordinated,  well- 
financed  group  of  right-wing  fundamen¬ 
talists  who  know  how  to  use  the  media  and 
who  are  willing  to  say  anything  in  order  to 
defeat  gay  rights  measures. 


Irvine  joined  San  Francisco,  Concord, 
Calif.,  Athens,  Ohio,  and  Tacoma,  Wash.,  in 
turning  back  the  clock  on  civil  rights  legisla¬ 
tion.  Since  they  gained  these  significant  wins 
in  1989,  they  will  go  for  even  higher  stakes 
next  year:  Massachusetts. 

In  July  of  1988,  the  Irvine  City  Council 
passed  a  “Human  Rights  Ordinance”  which 
included  “sexual  orientation”  among  a 
laundry  list  of  communities  protected  from 
discrimination,  including  unmarried  people, 
members  of  all  religious  groups,  and  differently- 
abled  people.  In  response  to  the  ordinance, 
a  group  of  church-based  religious  fun¬ 
damentalists  began  a  referendum  campaign 
to  remove  the  sexual  orientation  clause  from 
the  ordinance  so  that  it  would  have  to  be 
voted  on  separately.  They  gathered  more 
than  enough  signatures  and  forced  the  city 
council  to  call  for  a  vote  on  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  law  when  it  went 
before  voters  in  November. 

A  group  of  Irvine  citizens,  which  included 
only  one  gay  man  and  no  lesbians,  banded 
together  last  summer  and  worked  to  prevent 
passage  of  the  referendum,  Measure  N. 
Assembled  by  Mayor  Larry  Agran,  the 
sponsor  of  the  original  human  rights  law, 
and  two  city  council  members,  the  group 


was  made  up  of  a  wide  array  of  Irvine 
residents,  including  a  pro-human-rights 
pastor. 

In  their  fight  against  Measure  N, 
however,  the  group  focused  on  human 
rights,  de-emphasizing  and  avoiding  the  gay 
issue.  The  group  decided  to  take  a  civil 
rights  tack,  and  tried  to  convince  voters  that 
if  gay  men  and  lesbians  were  successfully 
targeted,  then  others,  like  Jews  and  Black 
people,  couldn’t  be  far  behind. 

Meanwhile,  the  fundamentalist  pro¬ 
ponents  of  Measure  N  sidestepped  the  issue, 
claiming  they  weren’t  interested  in  other 
“minority”  communities,  only  homosex¬ 
uals.  Literature  circulated  by  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  emphasized  the  now-standard  litany 
of  homophobic  canards:  descriptions  of 
alleged  gay  male  sexual  practices,  over¬ 
sensationalized  fears  about  AIDS,  and  the 
supposed  threat  to  children  from  homosex¬ 
ual  child  molesters.  Supporters  of  the 
measure  also  said  that  the  law  as  written 
would  force  organizations  like  churches,  the 
Boy  Scouts  and  Big  Brothers  to  hire  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  and  would  eventually  include 
affirmative  action  programs  and  hiring 
quotas  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

A  video  on  public  access  cable  TV  showed 
“former”  homosexuals  with  AIDS  describ¬ 
ing  the  gay  “lifestyle”  and  “repenting”  on 
camera  for  their  past  behavior.  Finally,  dur¬ 
ing  the  weekend  before  the  election, 
Measure  N  supporters  sent  their  children  — 
some  under  ten  years  old  —  throughout 
local  neighborhoods  asking  voters  to  sup¬ 
port  the  measure  so  that  they,  the  children, 
would  not  be  “recruited”  by  homosexuals. 

Opponents  of  Measure  N  continued  to 
emphasize  the  human  rights  angle  and  ig¬ 
nored  the  attacks  on  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
In  fact,  despite  initial  indications,  the  mayor 
declined  to  attend  a  candlelight  vigil  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Orange  County  Visibility 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  issue  of  AIDS  has  led  me  to  become 
a  relative  expert  on  the  subject  of  the 
homosexual  political  movement.  I  must  say 
that  I  never  dreamed  this  dubious  distinc¬ 
tion  would  be  bestowed  upon  me  in  my  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  House,  nor  is  it  an  honor  I  have 
sought.  Nonetheless,  I  know  more  about  the 
subject  than  I  desire  to  know.  I  have  even 
written  a  book  about  it. 

“I  am  told  that  I  am  preoccupied  with  the 
issue  of  homosexuality.  It  has  even  been 
suggested  that  I  must  be  homosexual  myself, 
unable  to  confront  the  hellish  reality,  and 
hence  left  to  fight  against  my  own  true  feel¬ 
ings...  [Rather,  I  am]  preoccupied  with  the 
issue  of  AIDS  and  its  alter  ego  homosexuali¬ 
ty  like  a  family  physician  is  preoccupied  with 
a  client  family.” 

—  Noted  homophobe  Rep.  William 
Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  in  an  hour-long 
speech  about  his  favorite  subject  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  quoted  in  the 
Montrose  Voice.  Dannemeyer,  who  had  re¬ 
served  the  time  to  speak  under  a  " special 
order,  ”  rambled  on  for  about  45  minutes 
and  then  tried  to  introduce  a  motion  calling 
for  the  immediate  expulsions  of  Rep.  Bar¬ 
ney  Frank  ( D-Mass .)  and  Rep.  Donald 
“Buzz”  Lukens  (R-Ind.),  who  are  both 
under  investigation  by  the  House  Ethics 
Committee. 

After  he  referred  to  Frank  by  name,  Dan¬ 
nemeyer  was  reminded  that  such  references 
to  pending  ethics  investigations  violate 
House  rules.  Dannemeyer  then  began  using 
“Member  X”  as  a  reference  to  Frank  and 
was  sharply  reprimanded. 

Police  officers 
disciplined,  charges 
dropped  in  Yale 
protest 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  Two  Yale 
police  officers  will  be  disciplined  for  using 
“poor  judgment”  in  arresting  two  people 
during  a  confrontation  with  police  at  a  gay 
studies  conference  at  Yale  Oct.  27  (see 
GCN,  Nov.  5).  The  New  Haven  police 
department  had  announced  at  the  Nov.  20 
arraignment  that  the  charges  against  all  nine 
men  who  were  arrested  have  been  dropped, 
but  the  university  said  it  would  conduct  its 
own  investigation. 

Yale  officials  said  Nov.  29  that  officers 
Eric  Stolzman  and  Ernest  Klotsche  have 
been  cited  for  the  arrests  they  made,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  New  York  Times.  Stolzman  will  be 
suspended  for  three  days  without  pay  and 
Klotsche  will  be  reprimanded.  Louis  Cap- 
piello,  the  campus  police  chief,  will  also  be 
suspended  for  three  days  without  pay. 

Prior  to  the  announcement  of  disciplinary 
actions,  Bill  Dobbs,  one  of  those  arrested, 
told  GCN  that  he  and  the  other  defendants 
in  the  case  were  wary  of  the  school’s  internal 
investigation,  which  he  said  is  mere  “white¬ 
washing.”  He  said  that  since  only  one 
member  of  the  Yale  police  department  — 
the  sole  officer  who  was  not  present  during 
the  arrests  —  is  qualified  to  be  “impartial,” 
the  defendants  doubt  the  legitimacy  of  the 
investigation  and  have  refused  to  cooperate 
with  the  Yale  Police. 

Dobbs  also  said  that  the  prosecution  in¬ 


itially  refused  to  return  the  safe  sex  posters 
which  had  instigated  the  arrests  and  subse¬ 
quent  campus  protests.  The  homoerotic 
photographs  and  drawings  were  deemed 
“obscene”  and  had  been  confiscated  by 
New  Haven  police  the  night  of  the  arrests. 
Some  of  the  posters  were  returned  after 
defense  lawyers  argued  that  holding  all  of 
the  posters  was  censorship  since  one  con¬ 
stituted  sufficient  evidence  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion. 

In  response  to  the  recent  events,  Yale 
students  have  formed  a  new  group  called 
“OutFront.”  According  to  Alfredo  Mon- 
ferre,  a  student  at  the  university,  the  group 
will  begin  taking  action  after  receiving  the 
results  of  the  Yale  Police  investigation. 

□  Jason  Healy 

Gay  bar  attacked  in 
Hungary 

BUDAPEST,  Hungary  —  While  others  in 
the  Eastern  Block  have  been  celebrating  in¬ 
creasing  tolerance  of  reform  movements, 
Eastern  Europe’s  only  gay  legal  organiza¬ 
tion,  HOMEROS  Lambda  of  Hungary,  is 
reporting  increased  harassment  from  police, 
gay-bashers,  and  businesses. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  the 
group  runs  Hungary’s  only  gay  nightclub, 
Lokal,  in  Budapest.  Lokal  has  been  subject 
to  regular  police  raids  and  although  the 
police  have  removed  some  customers  from 
Lokal,  they  have  refused  to  do  anything 
about  homophobic  attacks  on  the  bar  and 
its  patrons.  In  addition  to  asking  authorities 
to  close  the  bar,  residents  of  the  area  have 
dropped  eggs  and  even  bricks  on  the  heads 
of  people  standing  outside  the  club.  A  group 
of  taxi  companies  have  joined  the  move 
against  the  bar  and  initiated  a  boycott,  say¬ 
ing  they  will  no  longer  serve  Lokal  because 
it’s  a  “queer  hangout.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Church  chooses 
lesbian  couple 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  congregation 
of  Mt.  Francis  Lutheran  church  voted  over¬ 
whelmingly  Oct.  29  to  name  two  lesbians  as 
assistant  pastors.  The  church  now  faces  ex¬ 
pulsion  from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (ELCA),  according  to 
the  San  Francisco  Sentinel. 

Ruth  Frost  and  Phyllis  Zillhart,  who  are 
lovers,  met  five  years  ago  at  the  Lutheran 
Northwestern  Theological  Seminary.  They 
have  been  asked  to  serve  on  the  pastoral 
team  of  the  Lutheran  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Ministry. 

Lyle  Miller,  bishop  of  the  Northern 
California  synod  of  ELCA,  said  that 
although  he  supports  the  lesbian  and  gay 
ministry,  he  will  uphold  the  ELCA’s  ban  on 
openly-gay  and  -lesbian  pastors.  Miller  said 
that  he  will  call  a  hearing,  the  first  step  in  the 
expulsion  process,  as  soon  as  Frost  and 
Zillhart  are  installed. 

James  De  Lange,  pastor  of  St.  Francis, 
said  that  although  he  and  the  congregation 
know  that  dealing  with  the  church  leader¬ 
ship  will  be  difficult,  they  are  prepared. 
“The  months  ahead  no  doubt  will  be  painful 
for  our  congregation  and  for  ELCA,”  he 
said,  “  but  it’s  nothing  compared  to  the  pain 
lesbians  and  gay  men  suffer  at  the  hands  of 
the  church.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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543  Columbia  Road ,  Dorchester 
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tickets  $18,  $15  available  at  all  Ticket M aster  Outlets 
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Tuesday,  Dec.  12th  at  7:30pm 
Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill) 

Boston,  Mass. 
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Lesbian  prof  continues 
battle  with  Berkeley 

Merle  Woo  blasts  the  university  for  failing  to  give  her  a 
“decent  offer ” 


A  Day  Without  Art 

NOW  backs  Murphy  for 
for  governor 

The  endorsement  of  Lt.  Gov.  Evelyn  Murphy  highlights 
Mass.  NOW's  state  conference 


By  Jan  R.  Fielding 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  In  the  first  ma¬ 
jor  endorsement  of  the  1990  Massachusetts 
gubernatorial  race,  the  Massachusetts  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  National  Organization  for  Women 
(Mass.  NOW)  endorsed  Lt.  Gov.  Evelyn 
Murphy  at  its  state  conference  last  weekend, 
November  18-19. 

The  two-day  conference,  held  at  Howard 
Johnson’s  Hotel  here,  consisted  mainly  of 
plenary  sessions,  workshops,  panels  and  or¬ 
ganizational  “business.”  The  highlight  of 
the  event  was  Saturday’s  endorsement,  and 
the  subsequent  speech  by  Murphy  in  front 
of  approximately  100  NOW  members  and 
conferees.  Other  prominent  speakers  in¬ 
cluded  Ellie  Smeal,  President,  Fund  for  the 
Feminist  Majority  and  former  NOW  Presi¬ 
dent,  Massachusetts  Attorney  General  Jim 
Shannon,  and  Cambridge  Vice  Mayor  and 
City  Councilor  Alice  Wolf. 

During  a  press  conference  announcing 
NOW’s  endorsement,  just  prior  to  her 
speech  to  the  membership,  Murphy  said, 
“My  candidacy  is  an  important  statement  of 
how  this  state  looks  at  women’s  right  to 
choose.  I  will  stand  up  on  this  issue  as  long 
as  I  am  in  political  and  public  life....  I  want 
to  make  sure  this  state  is  the  strongest  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  right....  I  would  hope  that 
every  candidate  in  the  governor’s  race 
would  be  both  personally  and  politically 
pro-choice.  There  is  a  sense  of  political  in¬ 
clusion.” 

After  her  formal  remarks,  when  asked  to 
comment  on  the  proposed  referendum  to  re¬ 
peal  Massachusett’s  newly-signed  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  bill,  Murphy  told  GCN,  “I 
think  we’ve  passed  the  gay  rights  bill;  it’s 
time  to  get  on  with  our  lives  and  implement 
it,  and  our  energies  are  better  spent  on  other 
things  than  trying  to  overturn  it.” 

In  the  plenary  session  following  the  press 
conference,  Jennifer  Jackman,  outgoing 
President  of  Mass.  NOW,  introduced  Mur¬ 
phy,  saying,  “She  has  been  with  us  through 
many,  many  battles.  Evelyn  Murphy  de¬ 
clared  ‘Stand  Up  for  Choice  Day’  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  We  have  found  our  candidate  —  a 
feminist  candidate  who  is  deeply  committed 
to  women’s  lives  and  women’s  rights.  We 
will  do  everything  in  our  power  to  elect 
Evelyn  Murphy  the  first  woman  governor  in 
Massachusetts.” 

Murphy  then  spoke,  remarking  in  part, 
“This  has  been  the  century  for  profound 
women’s  issues.  We  started  this  century  try¬ 
ing  to  get  the  vote.  We  lived  through  a  time 
when  we  have  fought,  and  will  continue 
fighting,  trying  to  get  the  ERA.  And  now  we 
are  living  through  a  time  when  we  are  fight¬ 
ing  for  the  right  to  choice. 

“You  cannot  legislate  out  abortions. 
What  you  can  legislate  is  to  force  women  to 
risk  their  lives.  As  we  look  ahead  to  the  next 
year,  if  I  weren’t  in  this  race,  I’d  be  worried. 
You  cannot  take  a  position  based  on  the 
polls.... 

“The  eyes  of  the  nation  will  be  on  Massa¬ 
chusetts  next  November.  We  have  a  chance 
to  say,  ‘Here  is  what  we  believe  in.’  And  if 
you  think  that  Doug  Wilder  and  Jim  Florio 
victories  were  great,  wait  till  it  happens  here 
in  Massachusetss!  This  sense  of  commit¬ 
ment  and  sharing  this  vision  about  this  state 
is  the  way  to  win.” 

Following  Murphy,  Wolf,  Vice  Mayor  of 
Cambridge,  touched  on  a  local  note,  saying, 
“As  important  as  the  ERA  is,  as  Pro-Choice 
is,  we  must  commit  ourselves  to  changing 
the  mind-set  of  our  city,  our  state,  our  coun¬ 
try  regarding  human  services  and  paying  for 
those  human  services.  I  ask  that  important 


as  these  issues  are,  we  take  to  heart  that 
women  and  children  are  living  on  streets  in 
Cambridge,  and  that  we  work  to  turn  that 
around.” 

“Fighting  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights: 
Action  and  Reaction,”  a  panel  discussion 
held  on  Sunday,  featured  Rosemary  Dunn 
Dalton  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance,  Lois  Reckitt,  former 
National  NOW  Vice  President  and  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  Deputy 
Director,  and  Gretchen  Van  Ness,  Esq., 
Law  Clerk  for  a  Federal  Judge.  The  moder¬ 
ator  was  Helene  Weitzenkorn,  Mass.  NOW 
Vice  President  (and  incoming  President). 

Van  Ness  discussed  the  Supreme  Court’s 
Hardwick  decision,  and  how  the  fall-out 
from  this  has  not  always  been  what  was  ex¬ 
pected.  In  some  cases  since,  she  said,  judges 
have  said  that  the  laws  against  sodomy  do 
not  affect  the  rights  to  fair  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  other  civil  rights.  On  the  other 
hand,  although  Massachusetts  now  has  a 
law  prohibiting  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  the  sodomy  law  is  still  on 
the  books,  although  it  is  not  being  enforced. 

Other  sessions  included  panels  on 
economic  equality,  concerning  legislative 
strategies  for  women;  feminism  and 
representation;  abortion  rights  strategies; 
and  women  and  labor.  Workshops  included 
how  to  lobby,  how  to  start  a  NOW  chapter, 
fundraising,  and  combatting  “Operation 
Rescue”  (or,  as  participants  called  it, 
“Operation  Terror”). 

At  the  close  of  the  conference,  NOW 
members  voted  on  officers  and  resolutions. 
The  latter  included  calls  for  Reproductive 
Rights,  Clinic  Access,  Resisting  the  Estab¬ 
lishment  of  Fetal  Rights,  Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion,  Support  of  National  NOW’s  Bill  of 
Rights,  Feminism  and  Representation,  Soli¬ 
darity  With  Our  Union  Sisters,  and  Moni¬ 
toring  of  the  state’s  budget  to  protect  the 
needs  of  poor  women,  elderly  women,  and 
women  of  color,  and  a  resolution  endorsing 
the  gay  rights  bill,  and  calling  on  NOW  to 
continue  fighting  for  gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights. 

In  a  plenary  session  on  Sunday,  Smeal 
urged  women  to  empower  themselves  by 
seeking  elected  office.  She  cited  the  escalat¬ 
ing  intensity  of  the  struggle  for  abortion 
rights  and  lashed  out  at  the  anti-abortionists 
who  blockade  clinics,  saying  “We  are  the 
people  who  deal  day  in  and  day  out  with 
these  issues,  and  we  know  that  real  human 
lives  are  involved.  One  of  our  biggest  pro¬ 
blems  as  women  is  that  we  make  things  so 
easy  [for  men].  We  don’t  have  the  words  for 
our  war  stories. 

“There  are  so  many  issues  in  feminism, 
and  I  see  the  intensity  of  this  issue  [pro- 
choice],  as  unlike  any  others  in  our  lives. 
There  is  no  question  there  is  a  gender  gap  on 
this  subject,  and  it  is  mammoth.  The  gap  is 
widening.  In  Florida,  where  Governor  Mar¬ 
tinez  called  a  special  session  to  restrict  abor¬ 
tion,  there  are  40  senators,  30  men  and  10 
women.  Of  the  10  women,  nine  voted  pro- 
choice.  In  the  U.S.  Congress,  73  percent  of 
the  women  voted  to  override  the  President’s 
veto  to  provide  funds  for  abortion  in  cases 
of  rape  and  incest:  two-thirds  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  women  and  two-thirds  of  thd  Republi¬ 
can  women.  Only  51  percent  of  the  men  did. 

“We  need  more  feminist  women  inside. 
In  Virginia,  the  abortion  issue  proved  to  be 
decisive.  We  must  have  candidates.  You 
can’t  win  if  you  have  no  one  in  the  race. 
Women  who  are  feminists  are  encouraging 
women  to  run.  No  established  institution 
is.”  □ 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  Merle  Woo,  the 
Asian  American  socialist  feminist  lesbian 
whose  employment  struggle  with  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley  (UCB) 
has  taken  up  the  better  part  of  this  decade,  is 
still  not  teaching  at  UCB.  Despite  an  ar¬ 
bitrator’s  ruling  in  February  of  this  year  that 
Woo  be  reinstated,  the  university  has  failed 
to  offer  Woo  a  position  that  she  and  her 
union  find  acceptable. 

“It’s  the  same  thing  all  over  again,”  Woo 
told  GCN  of  UCB’s  latest  actions.  She  said 
by  offering  her  teaching  assignments  that 
are  not  in  her  field  of  expertise  and  that 
have  no  steady  funding,  the  university  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  set  up  a  situation  where  Woo 
can  be  fired  easily. 

This  strategy  is  one  UCB  has  attempted  to 
use  before,  according  to  Woo.  After  being 
denied  reappointment  to  her  position  as  a 
lecturer  in  Asian-American  Studies  in  1982, 
Woo  filed  state  and  federal  lawsuits  against 
UCB,  charging  the  university  with 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  sex,  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  and  political  ideology.  In 
1984,  Woo  and  UCB  reached  a  settlement 
that  granted  her  a  two-year  contract  and 
$48,000.  She  was  appointed  to  the  Graduate 
School  of  Education  where  she  taught  Field 
Studies  Courses  in  which  she  taught  English 
as  a  second  language  and  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion.  In  1986  Woo  asked  to  be  reviewed  for  a 
third  year,  but  she  was  told  she  was  paid  out 
of  a  special  self-terminating  fund  and  would 
not  be  rehired. 

Woo  filed  a  grievance  in  1986  that  was 
finally  settled  in  February  of  this  year.  At 
that  time  arbitrator  Leo  Kanowitz  found 
that  UCB  had  acted  “unreasonably  and  ar¬ 
bitrarily”  in  refusing  to  review  Woo  for 
reappointment,  since  it  has  a  policy  of  year¬ 
ly  reviews.  Kanowitz  ordered  UCB  to 
“reinstate  [Woo]  to  her  position  as  lecturer 
on  the  Berkeley  campus  with  full  backpay, 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Almost  a  year  after  arson 
gutted  Boston’s  only  women’s  bar,  plans  to 
reopen  Somewhere  Else  are  underway. 
“We’/e  very  excited,”  said  Ann  Renzi,  who 
will  co-manange  the  club  with  Patty 
McNeice.  “We  thought  this  bar  was  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  community,  and  we  miss  it,”  said 
Renzi. 

Somewhere  Else  was  closed  last  February 
6  after  a  fire  began  in  the  bathhouse  above 
it.  The  bathhouse  had  been  closed  the  week 
before  the  fire,  after  allegations  that  unsafe 
sex  was  occurring  there  led  to  an  inspection 
by  city  officials.  Following  the  inspection, 
the  city  demanded  that  the  bathhouse  be 
closed,  citing  fire  code  violations  (see  GCN, 
Feb.  12). 

Renzi  and  McNeice,  who  were  bartenders 
at  the  old  club,  told  GCN  they  hope  to  have 
the  bar  operational  again  in  the  same  build¬ 
ing,  295-297  Franklin  Street,  by  the  end  of 
January.  Even  now,  eight  months  later,  the 
smell  of  smoke  still  hangs  over  the  building. 
The  bottom  window  is  boarded  up,  but  the 
windows  of  the  other  four  floors  stand 
open,  revealing  only  beams  where  walls, 
floors,  and  ceilings  used  to  be.  Although  the 
building  has  a  new  roof  on  it,  and  windows 
are  supposed  to  be  installed  soon,  there  is 
clearly  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done  before  it  can 
house  a  bar  again. 

Renzi  said  she  believes  the  building  is 
structurally  sound.  Noting  that  the  building 
was  originally  made  to  house  heavy  machi¬ 
nery,  she  said  that  the  building  has  been  in¬ 
spected  by  engineers,  and  that  building  in¬ 
spectors  are  working  with  them  to  make  sure 
that  it  is  safe.  Renzi  added  that  renovations 
are  being  financed  by  investors. 

Even  before  the  fire,  there  were  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  the  building’s  owner,  Jack 
Gateman,  who  also  owned  Somewhere  Else. 
The  club  operated  without  a  written  lease. 


benefits,  seniority  and  other  privileges  of 
employment.”  (See  GCN,  March  12,  1989). 

Woo  said  she  submitted  proposals  to  the 
university  in  May,  suggesting  departments 
and  courses  where  she  has  expertise  and 
background  so  she  could  fairly  compete 
with  other  lecturers  for  continued  appoint¬ 
ments.  She  said  her  areas  of  expertise  in¬ 
clude  “Asian-American,  women’s,  and 
Third  World  women’s  issues.” 

Woo  said  the  offer  the  university  made 
during  the  summer  was  unsatisfactory  to  her 
and  the  union  representing  her,  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Council-American  Federation  of 
Teachers.  The  offer  included  two  options:  a 
position  in  the  English  Department  teaching 
Subject  A,  a  basic  English  course  required 
for  students  who  do  not  meet  freshman-year 
English  requirements.  Woo  said  she  had  re¬ 
jected  the  same  offer  in  the  1984  settlement. 
The  second  offer  was  a  position  in  the 
Rhetoric  Department  teaching  reading  and 
composition  courses.  Woo  said  she  has  no 
background  in  Rhetoric. 

Woo  told  GCN  she  thinks  these  offers  are 
an  attempt  by  UCB  to  give  her  an  appoint¬ 
ment  “with  no  future”  so  that  the  university 
can  again  simply  not  rehire  her  after  the 
two-year  appointment  is  up.  She  also  said 
the  university  is  dragging  its  feet  in 
negotiating  the  reappointment,  making  it 
unlikely  that  she  will  teach  this  spring  at 
UCB. 

Debra  Harrington,  manager  of  the  Labor 
Relations  Department  at  UCB,  told  GCN 
that  the  university  has  been  attempting  to 
contact  Woo’s  representatives,  and  that 
UCB  “is  prepared  to  move  on  the  reinstate¬ 
ment.  We  hope  to  get  this  taken  care  of  as 
soon  as  possible,”  she  said. 

Harrington  said  the  positions  UCB  has 
offered  Woo  came  out  of  a  search  that  had 
two  goals:  to  “find  a  department  that  makes 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


and  Gateman  held  the  liquor  license,  leaving 
the  club  vulnerable  to  being  closed  down  at 
any  time,  without  the  right  even  to  the  li¬ 
quor  already  purchased.  Gateman  also  owns 
the  Randolph  Country  Club,  another  gay 
community  institution,  as  well  as  Club  West 
and  Nick’s  Comedy  Stop. 

According  to  Mike  Mamone,  however, 
Jack  Gateman  is  no  friend  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Mamone  told  GCN  that  he 
had  rented  space  from  Gateman  next  to 
Nick’s  in  order  to  open  a  new  bar,  the  Andy 
Warhol  Memorial  Ballroom,  and  that 
Gateman  had  the  club  closed  almost  as  soon 
as  it  opened.  “Gateman  was  really  homo- 
phobic,”  said  Mamone.  “He  said  he  was 
throwing  us  out  because  we  didn’t  bring  in 
enough  people,  but  really,  it  was  that  he 
didn’t  like  our  clientele  —  a  lot  of  men  in 
make-up  and  women  in  leather.  It’s  okay  if 
the  queers  are  out  in  the  woods  in  Ran¬ 
dolph,  but  he  doesn’t  want  them  down¬ 
town,  where  his  straight  clientele  might  see 
them. 

“The  guy’s  a  real  bastard,  a  real  slum¬ 
lord.  He  never  did  anything  to  maintain  the 
place.  He  wouldn’t  give  us  a  written  lease  — 
we  only  had  a  verbal  agreement,”  he  said. 

Renzi  and  McNeice  said  they  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  view  of  Gateman.  “We’re  getting 
along  really  well  with  him  —  we  have  a  good 
relationship.  He’s  given  us  a  lot,”  said  Ren¬ 
zi.  They  declined  to  comment  on  the  specif¬ 
ics  of  their  business  arrangement  with  him, 
but  said  that  the  business  will  run  essentially 
the  same  way  it  was  run  before. 

Women’s  bars  have  historically  often  had 
to  accept  less  than  optimal  operating  condi¬ 
tions.  In  fact,  the  Saints  Collective  has 
struggled  for  years  to  find  a  space  and  a  liq¬ 
uor  license.  Whether  or  not  they  have  sole 
control  of  the  business,  however,  Renzi  and 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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‘Somewhere  Else’  plans 
January  opening 

Boston  lesbians  anticipate  the  return  of  a  “ community 
landmark” 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


We  aren’t  apples.  You  can’t 
just  throw  us  away. 


Dear  GCN: 

In  December  of  1984  I  was  arrested,  tried 
and  convicted  of  robbery.  I  was  25,  first 
time  in  trouble  with  the  law.  When  I  took 
the  witness  stand  in  my  own  behalf,  one  of 
the  first  questions  the  prosecutor  asked  me 
was  “Are  you  homosexual?” 

My  counsel  objected  vigorously  on  the 
grounds  of  irrelevance  and  he  was  right.  My 
sexual  preference  can  in  no  way  be  con¬ 
strued  to  have  anything  to  do  with  what  I’m 
accused  of.  But  the  judge  ordered  me  to 
answer  the  question.  I  did.  If  I  had  any 
credibility  in  the  jury’s  eyes,  I’m  convinced 
it  was  destroyed  at  that  point.  The  question¬ 
ing  continued.  I  had  to  answer  questions 
about  where  I  met  other  men,  cruising  and 
so  on.  After  a  week-long  trial,  the  judge 
sentenced  me  to  20  years. 


What  has  taken  place  since  then  will 
change  the  course  of  my  life  forever.  No  one 
can  enter  the  ‘correctional’  system  and  come 
out  the  same  person.  The  conviction  was 
eventually  overturned  by  the  Indiana 
Supreme  Court  and  I  was  granted  a  new 
trial.  Rather  than  become  the  center  of  at¬ 
tention  in  a  public  circus  again,  I  plea 
bargained  and  got  10  years.  I’m  ‘lucky’.  I 
got  a  ‘break’  most  prisoners  don’t  get. 

As  my  time  grows  short  I  want  to  share  a 
few  things  with  you  on  behalf  of  the  over 
600,000  men  and  women  behind  bars  in 
America  today,  particularly  those  of  us  who 
are  gay.  Even  the  most  conservative  govern¬ 
ment  predictions  call  for  exponential  leaps 
in  the  national  prison  population  through 
the  ’90s. 

If  you  read  GCN,  you  know  something 
about  prisons.  You  know  that  we  are 
systematically  dehumanized  and  demoraliz¬ 
ed.  Gay  people  behind  bars  have  not  only 
the  problems  all  prisoners  face,  we  have 
enemies  on  all  sides.  We  are  at  the  bottom  of 
the  prison  pecking  order.  You  often  have  to 
do  battle  with  the  other  prisoners  or  check  in 
to  ‘protective  custody’  (isolation).  Unifor¬ 
mity  is  highly  valued  here,  being  different 
seems  to  upset  their  idea  of  how  these 
warehouses  ought  to  run. 

The  rejection  that  is  the  most  devastating 
is  also  the  least  understandable:  rejection 
from  the  gay  community  itself,  the  very  peo¬ 
ple  you’d  think  would  understand  what  it’s 
like  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  pecking  order. 
From  the  inside,  it  appears  that  many  have 
adopted  the  traditional  values  of  the  rest  of 
society. 

Since  1985  I’ve  watched  the  changes  tak¬ 
ing  place  with  those  of  you  out  there.  You 
are  developing  a  strong  political  con¬ 
sciousness,  rallying  around  causes  like 
AIDS,  civil  rights,  anti-hate  crime  legisla¬ 
tion  and  the  like.  When  my  mail  is  returned 
stamped  ‘Refused’,  when  I  get  form  letters 
from  gay  penpal  services  saying,  ‘No  cons’, 
the  prevailing  attitude  seems  to  be  that 
bashing  is  okay  as  long  as  it’s  someone  else: 
prisoners,  for  example.  Meanwhile,  the 
alienation  grows. 

Am  I  bitter  about  my  experiences  (or  lack 
of  them)  with  gays  on  the  outside?  It’s  easy 
to  see  how  anybody  in  my  position  could  be. 
But  we  need  you  to  help  us  get  out  of  this  cy¬ 
cle  we’re  in,  and  you  need  us  to  come  out 
feeling  a  part  of  the  community  and  to  help 
others  of  us  do  the  same,  as  I  intend  to  do 
when  I  get  out. 

Take  time  to  write  us.  We  need  friendship 
and  encouragement.  If  you  get  ahold  of  a 
‘bad  apple’,  don’t  throw  away  the  whole 
barrel.  We  aren’t  apples,  we’re  human  be¬ 
ings  just  like  you.  Our  everyday  living  pro¬ 
blems  can  be  very  great  and  someone  to  talk 
to  can  be  life-saving. 

If  the  concerns  of  the  gay  community  for 
human  dignity  are  real,  the  prisoners  repre¬ 
sent  some  of  the  worst  examples  of 
discrimination  that  occur.  I  know.  I’ve  seen 
the  beatings,  the  rapes,  the  treatment  of 
PWAs  that  you  wouldn’t  be  able  to  imagine 
occurring  this  side  of  Auschwitz.  I’ve  seen 
the  fear,  the  eventual  loss  of  self-respect* 
and  finally  the  craziness  that  these  places 
can  breed.  Will  the  ‘politically  correct’ 
among  you  be  capable  of  compassion  for 
one  of  the  most  despised  subgroups  in  the 
commuity?  We  sill  all  lose  something  until 
we  realize  that  we  need  each  other. 

Tom  Sherry 
852369 
Box  473 
Westville,  IN  46391 

Amnesty  refuses  to  accept  us 

Dear  GCN : 

This  is  to  inform  your  readers  that 
Amnesty  International  still  refuses  to  in¬ 
clude  TVs,  TSs,  and  homosexuals  as 
‘Prisoners  of  Conscience’,  whose  rights  as 
human  beings  are  being  violated. 

Amnesty  does  a  lot  of  good  work  but  as  a 
pre-op  transsexual  I  cannot  in  good  faith 
support  (as  I  was  recently  asked  to  do)  an 
organization  that  refuses  to  accept  our  pro¬ 
blems  as  political  and  a  matter  of  basic 
human  rights. 

Cynthia  Ann  McCorkle 
_  133442,  Holman  37 

Atmore,  AL  36503 

Supporting  politcal  prisoners 

Dear  GCN: 

Greetings  of  solidarity. 

Thanks  so  much  for  printing  the  article 
about  the  Lexington  High  Security  Unit. 
There  was  one  correction  I  would  like  to 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


An  issue  without  art 


make.  Letters  of  support,  or  requests  for 
further  information  should  be  addressed  to: 
Washington  Area  Emergency  Committee 
for  Political  Prisoner’s  Rights,  P.O.  Box 
28191,  Washington,  D.C.  20038.  Or  people 
can  write  to  us  prisoners  directly:  Susan 
Rosenberg  #233-412,  Laura  Whitehorn 
#220-858,  Linda  Evans  #233-411,  Marilyn 
Buck  #233-396,  Tim  Blunk  #233-410,  Alan 
Berkman  #233-315.  All  of  the  above  are  at: 
D.C.  Facility,  1901  D  Street  SE,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20003.  Silvia  Baraldini 
#01254-054  is  at:  MCC,  150  Park  Row,  New 
York,  NY  10007.  And  Alejandrina  Torres  is 
at:  Pleasanton  FCI,  5701  8th  St.,  Camp 
Parks,  Pleasanton,  CA. 

Thanks  again. 

Venceremos, 
Susan  Rosenberg 
Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Riegle  appeals  to  GCN 
readers  for  the  facts 

Dear  GCN: 

Theorizing  about  the  possibility  of  being 
ripped  off  by  a  prisoner  penpal  has  occupied 
a  significant  part  of  our  letter  space  lately. 
Let’s  hear  from  our  readers  what  their  ex¬ 
periences  have  actually  been.  (Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  Mr.  Gregoire  who  has  been  doing  all  the 
complaining  won’t  be  able  to  contribute 
since,  as  he  points  out,  he  hasn’t  ever  writ¬ 
ten  a  prisoner.)  We  would  like  to  reactivate 
our  “Freedom’s  Just”  feature  column  and 
do  an  article  on  this.  Send  us  your  good  ex¬ 
periences,  your  bad  ones  and  the  mixed  bags 
as  well. 

“Louisiana  State  Prison.”  Readers  of  our 
so  much  was  made,  was  able  to  happen 
because  so  many  people  did  not  know  they 
were  dealing  with  prisoners;  so  that  now  in 
order  to  get  a  letter  or  package  into  or  out  of 
the  prison  there,  the  prisoner’s  address  has 
to  include  (unabbreviated)  the  words 
“Louisiana  State  Prison”.  Readers  of  our 
“Prisoners  Seeking  Friends”  column,  of 
course,  are  under  no  such  illusions. 

Mike  Riegle 
GCN  Prisoner  Project 
62  Berkeley  St. 
Boston,  MA  021 16 

Ignoring  reality 

Dear  GCN: 

Adam  Thorburn’s  letter  to  Barney  Frank, 
outraged  at  his  paying  for  sex,  is  morally 
pure  and  politically  correct.  So  pure  and  so 
correct  as  to  ignore  some  of  the  realities  of 
life  as  it  is. 

1)  His  focus  is  too  narrow.  The  body’s 
needs  for  food  and  clothing/shelter  are  at 
least  as  pressing  as  those  for  sexual  release. 
Except  for  Robinson  Crusoe,  there  is  no 
morsel  of  food  we  eat  that  we  don’t  pay  for. 
The  same  for  the  most  modest  shelter  and 
the  most  minimal  clothing.  (Although,  un¬ 
fortunately,  the  problems  of  shelter  are 
arousing  increasing  anger.) 

If  Thorburn  wants  to  reject  the  entire 
money  system,  I’m  all  with  him  —  in  theory. 
But  in  the  world  as  it  is  and  always  has  been, 
even  when  there  is  no  exchange  of  money, 
every  human  interaction  involves  some  mea¬ 
sure  of  exchange  —  this  for  that.  You  put  on 
a  special  smile  when  it  is  your  turn  to  put  out 
the  trash  and  you  want  your  lover  to  do  it. 

And  in  this  homophobic  world  of  ours, 
what  about  the  guy  who  really  wants  to  have 
sex  with  you,  but  demands  some  money  in 
order  to  maintain  his  hetero  self-image:  he’s 
not  queer! 

2)  Why  particularly  pick  on  political  per¬ 
sons?  Why  should  the  personal  life  of  a  con- 
gressperson,  or  of  a  public  school  teacher, 
be  more  “pure”  than  that  of  anyone  else? 
This  double  standard  sounds  obnoxiously 
Victorian-Christian.  Bear  in  mind,  also, 
that  a  large  number  of  our  fellow  citizens  are 
dead  certain  that  even  a  gay  fantasy  is  a  sure 
ticket  to  hell  —  far  more  so  than  paying  a 
“whore.” 

The  only  important  question  is  whether  a 
public  figure’s  personal  life  interferes  with 
his  public  duty.  Barney  Frank  is  one  of  the 
few  people  in  public  life  who  helps  me  keep 
some  faith  in  democracy.  He  is  handling  the 
current  muck-raking  with  great  intelligence 
and  rare  dignity. 

We  must  support  each  other,  with  all  our 
peculiarities  and  weaknesses,  and  particu¬ 
larly  when  under  attack.  To  insist  on  purity 
—  as  some  folk  up  your  way  did  some  cen¬ 
turies  ago  —  sometimes  leads  to  burning 
witches  at  the  stake. 

Igal  Roodenko 
New  York,  N.Y. 


Sylvester.  Cookie  Mueller.  Rob¬ 
ert  Mapplethorpe.  Michael  Bennett. 
Willi  Smith.  Ricky  Wilson.  Joe 
Beam.  Charles  Ludlam.  Patrick 
Cowley.  Klaus  Nomi.  Hybiscus. 
Rock  Hudson.  Casey  Donovan.... 
The  list  of  artists  in  every  possible 
medium  who  have  died  of  AIDS 
goes  on  and  on  and  on.... 

As  a  special  commemoration  of 
the  devastating  effect  of  AIDS  on 
the  national  arts  community, 
December  1,  1989,  has  been 

designated  A  Day  Without  Art. 


By  Franklin  Kameny 

I  write  in  response  to  Adam  Thorburn’s 
“Speaking  Out”  commentary  in  the  Oct. 
29-Nov.  4  issue  of  GCN,  in  which  he  lam¬ 
bastes  both  prostitution  and  Rep.  Barney 
Frank.  Like  so  many  “politically  correct” 
positions,  his  views  bear  little  relationship 
either  to  fact  or  to  real  people,  and  to  no 
small  degree  are  both  patronizing  of  those 
who  choose  to  earn  their  livelihood  through 
prostitution,  and  fascistic  in  that  they  deny 
freedom  of  choice  both  to  prostitutes  and  to 
their  customers.  In  their  broader  political 
implications,  they  are  pernicious  and 
dangerous. 

Prostitution  is  a  voluntary  contractural 
arrangement  between  two  consenting  per¬ 
sons  for  the  provision  and  receipt  of  a  ser¬ 
vice.  Conceptually,  there  is  no  difference 
between  renting  out  the  use  of  one’s  genital 
organs  for  sexual  purposes,  and  renting  out 
one’s  fingers  for  typing  or  for  surgical  pur¬ 
poses,  or  renting  out  one’s  muscles  for 
laboring  purposes,  or  renting  out  one’s 
brains  for  professional  purposes  —  and  the 
hiring  of  people  for  those  purposes. 

Although  many  of  us  might  prefer  that  it 
be  otherwise,  few  of  us  are  in  a  position  in 
which  we  do  not  have  to  work  for  our 
sustenance.  All  forms  of  work  for  pay  repre¬ 
sent  the  hiring  out  of  ourselves  for  financial 
compensation.  Prostitution  is  no  different 
in  that  sense  from  any  other  form  of  work; 
there  is  certainly  nothing  more,  less,  or  dif¬ 
ferently  “atrocious”  about  it,  and  nothing 
more,  less,  or  differently  exploitive  about  it. 
There  is  no  difference  between  the  buying 
and  selling  of  sex  and  the  buying  and  selling 
of  any  other  service. 

In  repeatedly  referring  to  prostitution  as 
“degraded”and  “degrading,”  Thorburn 
tells  us  a  great  deal  about  his  own  distorted 
and  Victorian  approach  to  sex  and  sexuality, 
but  nothing  accurate,  factual,  or  useful 
about  prostitution. 

Thorburn  notwithstanding,  prostitution 
is  not  a  “problem.”  The  problem  is  the 
manner  in  which  prostitutes  are  abused  and 
victimized  by  the  law  and  by  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  and  by  our  society  and  its  primitive  at¬ 
titudes,  of  which  Thorburn’s  are  an  exam¬ 
ple.  The  problem  is  those  like  Thorburn, 
who  consider  prostitution  itself  to  be  a  pro¬ 
blem.  If  Thorburn  really  wants  to  do  some¬ 
thing  useful  in  this  regard,  he  should  work 
for  the  legalization  of  prostitution,  and  for 
better  working  conditions  for  prostitutes. 

For  a  person  not  married  or  involved  in  a 
committed  relationship,  utilization  of  the 
services  of  a  prostitute  is  a  reasonable  course 
of  action,  and  often  a  desirable  one.  Utiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  services  of  a  prostitute  seems 
ideally  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  some¬ 
one  who  is  busy,  and,  for  that  or  other 
reasons,  cannot  (or,  for  whatever  reasons, 
chooses  not  to)  take  the  time  or  make  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  pursue  other  channels  of  social  in¬ 
teraction.  There  is  certainly  nothing 
whatever  that  is  objectionable  in  such 
utilization. 

Contrary  to  Thorburn’s  claims,  Gobie 
was  neither  degraded  nor  humiliated,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  that  he  considers 
himself  so  to  have  been.  Although  he  had 
many  other  valid  alternatives  open  to  him, 
he  voluntarily  chose  prostitution,  as  it  was 
his  right  to  do  and,  like  a  good  businessman, 


Museums  and  galleries  and  arts 
organizations  all  over  the  country 
(from  the  biggest  venues  to  the 
smallest,  most  struggling  non¬ 
profits)  are  observing  this  day  by 
obscuring  art  works  on  walls, 
presenting  special  AIDS-focused 
panels  and  discussions,  darkening 
display  spaces,  or  closing  their 
doors. 

This  issue  of  Gay  Community 
News,  which  was  printed  on 
December  1,  observes  A  Day 
Without  Art  by  leaving  empty 


actively  sought  business,  apparently  did  his 
job  well  and  took  pride  in  so  doing  it,  and 
established  a  seemingly-satisfied  repeat 
clientele.  Not  only  is  there  nothing  wrong  or 
undesirable  in  any  way  about  any  of  this,  it 
is  good,  right,  and  desirable. 

I  find  it  amusing  to  note  that  while  Mr. 
Thorburn  tells  us  that  “white,  heterosexual 
men  are  virtually  non-existent  as 
prostitutes,”  Steven  Gobie  is  white,  is  male, 
and  claims  to  be  heterosexual.  So  much  for 
the  “class  exploitation”  argument,  under 
the  rubric  of  which  Thorburn  attempts  to 
force-fit  prostitution,  facts  and  history  to 
the  unequivoval  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Gobie  was  not  at  all  underprivileged  —  quite 
the  contrary  —  and  had  open  to  him  an  al¬ 
most  unlimited  spectrum  of  choices  of 
means  of  livelihood.  He  made  a  free  choice 
—  and  a  perfectly  valid  one  —  to  earn  his 
way  through  prostitution.  He  was  not  at  all 
exploited. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Thorburn  is  unaware  of  the 
conference  on  prostitution  held  (in  New 
York,  I  believe)  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
present  women’s  movement.  A  bunch  of 
nice,  middle-class  women  debated  on  how 
to  “rescue”  prostitutes  from  their 
“terrible”  fate.  By  invitation,  the  con¬ 
ference  was  attended  by  a  number  of  pro¬ 
stitutes,  who  dumbfounded  those  nice, 
bourgeois  ladies  by  making  it  clear  that  they 
had  no  desire  whatever  to  be  “rescued,” 
that  they  considered  their  “rescuers”  to  be 
offensively  patronizing,  and  that  what  they 
really  wanted  was  better  working  conditions 
for  themselves  as  prostitutes,  particularly  a 
cessation  of  police  harassment  and  the  like. 

Similarly,  Mr.  Thorburn  is  marching  in 
and  attempting  to  impose  his  mid-Victorian 
sexual  standards  upon  people  who  do  not 
consider  themselves  abused,  degraded,  or 
exploited,  who  are  offended  by  his  charac¬ 
terizing  of  their  free  choice  of  profession  as 
an  “atrocity,”  and  who  consider  him  insuf¬ 
ferably  patronizing. 

Granted,  there  are  a  number  of  contexts, 
situations,  and  milieux  in  which  people  do 
go  into  prostitution  as  an  unwilling,  un¬ 
wanted  choice,  and  in  which  the  situation  in 
which  they  find  themselves  is  degrading  and 
humiliating.  That  is  unfortunately  true  of 
much  of  life,  and  is  not  inherent  in  prostitu¬ 
tion,  any  more  than  it  is  inherent  in  (say) 
monogamy,  which  often  leads  to  the  same 
syndrome.  It  is  not  true  of  most  professional 
prostitutes  and,  specifically,  it  is  not  true  of 
Steven  Gobie,  nor  of  many,  many  other 
male  prostitutes. 

I  don’t  know  which  “experts”  Mr.  Thor¬ 
burn  has  read;  clearly  his  selection  was  a  bad 
one.  There  is  nothing  deranged,  or  obsess¬ 
ive,  or  otherwise  pathological  about  prosti¬ 
tution,  and  the  sexual  activities  of  prosti¬ 
tutes  (whatever  Thorburn  might  be  talking 
about  there)  are  irrelevant  to  the  issues  at 
hand. 

When  Thorburn  takes  exception  to  sex 
without  emotional  involvement,  he  is  im¬ 
posing  his  own  arbitrary  and  limited  stand¬ 
ards  upon  others.  There  is  no  valid  require¬ 
ment  that  sexual  activity  involve  a  relation¬ 
ship  beyond  the  immediate  sexual  one. 
Pure,  sheer,  physical,  genital  sex  is  a  delight; 
he  should  try  it  some  time.  It  is  its  own  justi¬ 
fication  and  needs  no  other.  Sex  with  emo- 


spaces  where  photographs  and 
other  graphics  would  normally  go. 
We  do  this  throughout  most  of  the 
issue  in  tribute  to  those  members  of 
the  arts  community  who  have  died 
during  this  epidemic  as  well  as  in 
support  of  those  artists  who  are  liv¬ 
ing  with  AIDS,  ARC  or  HlV-posi- 
tive  antibody  status.  That  list  also 
goes  on  and  on  and  on.... 

Keith  Haring.  Wendy  Bennet- 
Alder.  Michael  Callan.  Rodger 
Pettyjohn.  Vito  Russo.  Peter  R. 
Knott.... 


tional  involvement  is  wonderful;  sex  with¬ 
out  it  is  equally  wonderful.  Both  are  affirm¬ 
atively  good. 

There  is  no  more  valid  requirement  that 
the  customer  of  the  prostitute  have  “moral 
accountability”  (whatever  that  may  mean; 
what  does  it  mean?)  toward  the  prostitute, 
than  there  is  a  requirement  that  the  diner  in 
a  restaurant  have  moral  accountability  to¬ 
ward  or  emotional  involvement  with  the 
waiter  serving  him  or  with  the  chef  prepar¬ 
ing  his  meal,  or  that  the  purchaser  of  gaso¬ 
line  have  moral  accountablity  to  or  emo¬ 
tional  involvement  with  the  gas  station  at¬ 
tendant  or  with  the  auto  mechanic  repairing 
his  car,  or  that  the  medical  patient  have 
moral  accountability  toward  and  an  emo¬ 
tional  involvement  with  the  surgeon.  In  each 
case,  a  service  is  being  voluntarily  paid  for 
and  is  being  voluntarily  provided,  and  that 
is  that. 

As  for  the  silly  argument  that  paying  for 
sex  renders  the  buyer  superior  and  the  pros¬ 
titute  inferior,  that  argument  could  be  ap¬ 
plied  equally  to  every  situation  in  which 
anyone  buys  anything,  and  particularly  any 
kind  of  service.  Is  your  dentist,  your  doctor, 
your  lawyer,  your  accountant,  your  interior 
decorator,  your  auto  mechanic,  or  the  clerk 
who  serves  you  in  your  department  store, 
your  supermarket,  or  your  gas  station  being 
impermissibly  rendered  your  inferior  there¬ 
by  because  you  have  paid  for  his  or  her  ser¬ 
vices?  Hardly!!  Then  why  the  prostitute? 
And  is  it  objectionable,  if  it  is  true  in  all  of 
these  instances?  And  if  it  is  objectionable, 
why  is  it  more  so  with  respect  to  prostitu¬ 
tion?  And  what  does  Thorburn  propose  be 
done  to  redress  the  alleged  inequalities  in¬ 
herent  and  inescapable  in  all  of  those  situa¬ 
tions  without  causing  the  collapse  of  society 
as  we  know  it  and  the  rendering  impossible 
of  any  economy  whatever?  Obviously  Thor¬ 
burn’s  logic  is  askew. 

Finally,  Mr.  Thorburn  seems  unaware  of 
the  larger  political  implications  of  the  stance 
which  he  is  taking.  If  it  is  intellectually, 
ideologically,  and  politically  acceptable  to 
“trash”  prostitution  and  those  involved  in 
it,  then  it  is  similarly  acceptable  to  trash 
sodomy,  homosexuality,  and  anything  else 
disapproved  of  by  the  speaker,  and  those  in¬ 
volved  with  them.  After  all,  there  are  many 
who  consider  sodomy  specifically,  and 
homosexuality  generally,  to  be  degrading, 
to  be  atrocities,  and  to  be  problems.  By 
adopting  this  approach,  Mr.  Thorburn 
makes  of  himself  an  enemy  of  everything 
which  we  gays  are  trying  to  accomplish,  by 
granting  to  our  adversaries  a  rationale  and 
technique  for  condemning,  suppressing  and 
exterminating  us. 

Barney  Frank  has  done  nothing  wrong, 
immoral,  unethical,  improper,  or  undesir¬ 
able,  and  has  made  no  mistakes,  insofar  as 
any  aspects  of  this  matter  are  concerned. 
His  only  error  in  judgment  was  in  going  on 
an  apology-and-contrition  “kick”;  he  has 
done  nothing  at  all  about  which  he  needs  to 
apologize  or  to  be  contrite. 

Franklin  Kameny  has  been  active  in  the  gay 
movement  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  nation¬ 
ally  since  the  early  1960s. 
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Prostitution:  good,  right,  and  desirable 


Clinical  Partners  presents  a  benefit  workshop  featuring  Martin  Delaney,  co-founder  and 

Director  of  Project  Inform;  co-author.  Strategies  for 
Survival;  A  Gay  Men's  Health  Manual  for  the  Age 


ment 


A  Workshop  for 
the  90s 


of  AIDS.  This  workshop  is  designed 
to  assist  persons  touched  by  AIDS 
in  discovering  ways  to  gain 
control  of  their  lives.  Tuesday, 
December  12, 1989,  7:00  pm.  Boston 
Living  Center,  140  Clarendon  Street, 
YWCA— 7th  Floor,  Boston,  MA. 
$10  Donations.  All  proceeds 
to  benefit  the  Boston  Living 
Center.  Tickets  available  at  Clinical 


Partners  Health 
Resource  Center, 

321  Columbus  Avenue 
(lower  level),  Boston,  MA. 

For  more  information  call  536-5950. 
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JOIN  ACT  UP/NEW  YORK 

Take  the  fight  to  the  source!  ATLANTA,  GEORGIA 

The  State  that  brought  you  Hardwick  v.  Bowers 
The  Home  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 


▼  Monday,  January  8,  1990 

National  Action  to  Repeal 
All  Sodomy  Laws 

Rally  &  March  to  the  State  Capitol: 

Civil  Disobedience  at  the  State  Capitol 

In  Georgia,  the  penalty  for  oral  and  anal  sex  is  up  to  20  years  in 
prison,  more  than  for  armed  assault! 

IT’S  TIME  TO  DEMAND  THE  REPEAL  OF  THIS  LAW  AND 
ALL  SODOMY  LAWS! 

i - 1 

i  i 

If  you  cannot  travel  to  Atlanta  for  these  actions,  please 
join  us  either  by  sponsoring  an  ACT  UP  person  or  by  offering 
I  any  financial  support. 

i  l 

□  I  am  sending  $238  to  pay  for  one  person’s  airfare. 

□  I  am  sending - donation. 

I  ; 

l  Send  donations  to:  ACT  UP/New  York 

496-A  Hudson  St.,  Suite  G4 
New  York,  NY  10014 

i - 1 


▼  Tuesday,  January  9,  1990 

National  Action  to  Change  the 
CDC’s  Definitions  of  AIDS  &  ARC 

Legal  Picket  &  Civil  Disobedience  at  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 

The  CDC’s  definitions  of  AIDS  and  ARC  are  killing  people 
every  day! 

IT’S  TIME  TO  ABOLISH  THE  OUTMODED  AND 
UNSCIENTIFIC  DEFINITIONS  OF  AIDS  AND  ARC, 
REVISE  THE  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  METHODS,  AND 
PROVIDE  SERVICES  AND  TREATMENT  TO  ALL 
PEOPLE  WHO  NEED  THEM! 

2  Days  /  2  Ways 

...to  FIGHT  for  your  LIFE 

For  more  information: 

Atlanta  Organizing  Office  (404)  873- 1097 

Sponsored  by  ACT  UP/Atlanta 
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FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Honolulu... 

Miami . 

San  Juan... 
Barbados... 

Aruba . 

St.  Marteen 


...$199  OW 

. $99  OW 

$95.75  OW 
..$133  OW 
..$133  OW 
...$133  OW 


Each  way  based  on  a  round 
trip.  Tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 
BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 


We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  ot  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
. .  .if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends. .  .if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


S&G 

SANBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED  , 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


AFfQRDABLE  TYPESETTING 

is  not  a  myth! 


JiS  *4 


-*  KM/7 
X:.fV 


Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you'll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  *1 
CENTER  * 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Hampton 

Continued  from  page  I 


surprised  if  Hampton  appealed  the  decision, 
since  the  judge  “has  been  very  arrogant” 
about  the  controversy  since  it  began. 

Regardless  of  whether  Hampton  appeals, 
Bryan  said  he  thought  the  censure  and  the 
controversy  will  undoubtedly  make  the 
judge’s  re-election  bid  more  difficult. 
Weybourn  agreed  and  said  the  Alliance  is 
committed  to  following  Hampton  on  the 
campaign  trail  and  blocking  his  re-election. 

Hampton,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
bench  in  1982,  is  up  for  re-election  in 
November  of  1990,  and  may  be  subject  to  a 
revised  electoral  system  that  requires  judges 
to  represent  districts.  Hampton  has  pre¬ 
viously  won  re-election  as  an  at-large  candi¬ 
date.  The  at-large  system  used  in  Dallas  was 
recently  declared  unconstitutional  by  a 
federal  judge,  according  to  Weybourn. 

Unless  Hampton  moves  from  his  current 
residence,  he  could  face  the  wrath  of  many 
gay  voters  next  fall.  Weybourn  said  that 
Hampton’s  precinct  is  bordered  by  the 
“heaviest  gay  precincts”  in  Dallas,  meaning 
any  new  districting  plan  would  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  include  predominantly  gay  precincts 
along  with  Hampton’s  in  the  formation  of  a 
district. 

If  Hampton  isn’t  already  out  of  office  by 
then,  Weybourn  said  he  looks  forward  to 
gay  and  lesbian  voters  possibly  being  in  a 
situation  to  oust  him  through  the  power  of 
the  vote.  Of  this  possibility  Weybourn  said, 
“...so  there  may  be  some  justice  in  the 
world  —  it’s  just  not  on  the  bench.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Defeats 

Continued  from  page  I 

League,  a  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights 
organization  based  in  Orange  County, 
where  Irvine  is  located.  Only  one  other 
member  of  the  steering  committee  of  the  anti-N 
group  came  to  the  rally  of  over  100  people. 
After  the  election,  some  members  of  the 
steering  committee  admitted  that  they  pro¬ 
bably  should  have  fought  harder  and  earlier 
against  the  fundamentalists. 

Measure  N  passed  by  a  margin  of  53  per¬ 
cent  to  47  percent  and  the  words  “sexual- 
orientation”  must  now  be  taken  out  of  the 
city’s  Human  Rights  Law.  In  addition,  the 
measure  stipulated  that  another  change,  like 
reinserting  the  words,  would  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  city  electorate.  Although  a 
court  challenge  is  possible,  nothing  has  been 
filed  as  of  yet. 

The  campaign  literature  from  Athens, 
Tacoma,  and  Concord  emphasized  the  same 
things  raised  here  and  indicate  that  the  anti¬ 
gay  groups  were  working  together.  In  fact, 
Concord  and  Irvine  were  both  stage- 
managed  by  the  right-wing  California  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Traditional  Values,  a  hate  group 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Lou  Sheldon,  who  held  a 
press  conference  after  his  three  California 
“victories.”  The  fundamentalists  who 
spearheaded  the  anti-gay  fights  in  Concord, 
Irvine  and  San  Francisco  subsequently  tried 
to  distance  themselves  from  Sheldon  follow¬ 
ing  criticisms  that  “outsiders”  were  involv-- 
ed.  (Sheldon  is  from  Anaheim,  Calif.)  But 
the  Irvine  group  did  credit  local  homophobe 
U.S.  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  with  a  great 
deal  of  help  and  “moral  support.”  Final 
financial  reports  are  now  being  prepared 
and  it  is  expected  that  Sheldon  and  Dan¬ 
nemeyer  played  major  financial  roles  in  the 
closing  days  of  the  campaign. 

This  year’s  elections  could  be  a  valuable 
lesson  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Massachusetts.  Opponents  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  law  —  the  familiar  collection 
of  fundamentalist  ministers,  the  right-wing 
Citizens  for  Family  First,  and  several  con¬ 
servative  politicians  from  both  parties  —  are 
already  gathering  signatures  to  force  a 
referendum  in  1990  (see  GCN,  Nov.  26, 
1989).  The  people  behind  the  recent  defeats 
have  the  money,  network,  people  and  will  to 
do  much  more  damage.  If  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  put  their  energy  into  the  fight,  a  win  in 
“liberal”  Massachusetts  may  be  just  what 
they  need  to  further  the  right-wing  national 
agenda.  □ 


Oops! 

The  review  of  Christopher  Isher- 
wood:  A  Personal  Memoir  in  last 
week’s  GCN  included  an  incorrect  date 
due  to  a  typographical  error.  The  first 
line  should  have  stated  that  Isherwood 
sent  a  note  to  his  friend  John  Lehmann 
in  1936.  Our  apologies  to  reviewer 
Maida  Tilchen  and  to  our  readers. 
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Ronnie  Gilbert: 
carrying  on  the 
honorable  tradition  of 
\ protest  music 9 

Singer ,  stage  and  film  actor  Ronnie  Gilbert  talks  to 
GCN  about  her  years  with  the  Weavers ,  the  legendary 
folk  group  that  was  blacklisted  during  the  McCarthy 
era.  She  also  comments  on  teaming  up  with  Holly  Near 
in  the  ’ 80s ,  her  identity  as  a  progressive  Jew ,  ageism , 
the  Pittston  miners  ’  strike ,  lesbian  and  gay  struggles , 
and  her  new  album. 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

Pam  Mitchell:  As  a  “red-diaper  baby” 
it’s  an  honor  to  be  able  to  interview  an 
honest-to-god  Weaver.  How  did  you 
get  started  singing  folk  or  “protest” 
music? 

Ronnie  Gilbert:  When  I  was  16  years  old  I 
met  up  with  my  first  American  folk  singers 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  became  a  member 
of  a  group  called  the  Priority  Ramblers.  It 
was  no  big  surprise  for  me  to  be  singing 
songs  with  progressive  or  socially  concerned 
lyrics.  That  was  part  of  my  background. 

My  mother  came  from  Warsaw,  from  a 
poor  ghetto  Jewish  family.  She  was  orphan¬ 
ed  due  to  starvation  and  sickness;  post- 
World  War  I  Europe  was  just  horror  for 
poor  people.  Her  older  sister  brought  her  in¬ 
to  the  burgeoning  union  movement  —  the 
Jewish  Bund  —  which  was  the  forerunner  of 
the  socialist  movement  in  Europe.  This  in¬ 
spired  and  inspiring  movement  was  full  of 
culture,  full  of  songs  and  poetry  and  theater 
and  writing  of  all  kinds.  When  my  mother 
was  16,  she  came  to  America  with  that  tradi¬ 
tion  in  her,  and  she  passed  it  along  to  me.  So 
it  didn’t  occur  to  me  when  I  was  a  very 
young  person  that  political  music  wasn’t 
music.  Of  course  as  1  got  older  I  found  out 
that  it  was  forced  into  a  different  place,  and 
into  this  defensive  category  that  gets  called 
“protest  music.”  I  think  we  need  to  find 
other  words  for  it. 

What  were  the  troubadours 
about?  About  singing  the 
news ,  carrying  messages  from 
one  place  to  another.  It 
wasn  Y  always  love  and  all  of 
that.  What  were  the  Irish 
harpists?  The  carriers  of  their 
tradition  of  the  news.  And 
that  was  what  the  Jamaican 
calypso  singers  were  about, 
too.  Political  music  is  really  a 
very  honorable,  ancient 
tradition. 


My  mother  was  an  active  rank-and-filer  in 
the  International  Ladies  Garment  Workers 
Union  in  New  York.  She  would  go  to  the 
Union  meetings,  and  she’d  come  back  with 
this  little  song  book  called  “The  Little  Red 
Song  Book.”  She  was  a  wonderful  singer, 
my  musical  inspiration.  I  found  all  kinds  of 
music  on  the  piano  at  home.  There  were 
songs  from  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade  [a 
group  of  U.S.  leftists  who  fought  against 
Franco  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War]  and  the 
pop  songs  of  the  time,  quite  a  mixture. 

When  I  was  a  kid  I  joined  a  radio  chorus, 
and  in  those  days  they  used  to  have  glee 
clubs  and  choruses  in  almost  every  school  in 
New  York  and  every  child  was  given  music 
appreciation  from  grade  school  on.  I  loved 
the  pop  songs,  the  kind  of  moony  croony 
pop  music  of  my  day;  that  was  the  big  band 
era,  the  early  days  of  Frank  Sinatra  and  the 
Glenn  Miller  Orchestra,  during  the  Second 
World  War.  My  mother  didn’t  care  much  for 
that  —  it  wasn’t  “cultural”  enough. 


Do  you  see  a  continuity  between  the  music 
you  grew  up  with  and  the  folk  music  being 
performed  today? 


I  think  there’s  always  been  a  continuity. 
What  were  the  troubadours  about?  About  singing 
the  news,  carrying  messages  from  one  place 
to  another.  It  wasn’t  always  love  and  all  of 
that.  What  were  the  Irish  harpists?  The  car¬ 
riers  of  their  tradition  of  the  news.  And  that 
was  what  the  Jamaican  calypso  singers  were 
about,  too.  This  is  really  a  very  honorable, 
ancient  tradition.  It’s  only  here  in  a  very 
short  span  of  time  that  we’ve  come  to  think 
of  popular  music  as  separated  from  social 
concern  and  the  lives  of  people.  I  suspect  it’s 
because  music  has  become  an  industry. 

How  do  you  see  your  own  music  fitting  into 
that  industry? 

It  was  kind  of  a  fluke  that  the  Weavers 
became  involved  in  the  commercial  world.  It 
was  a  testament  to  how  appealing  that  kind 
of  music  is  to  people,  and  how  starved  they 
were  for  it.  Our  first  recordings  were  “Good 
Night  Irene”  and  “Tzena  Tzena”  back  to 
back,  and  both  were  hits.  Every  record  we 
put  out  after  that  flew  up  the  charts  until  we 
were  blacklisted.  We  as  a  group  and  I  as  a 
person  might  have  liked  it,  wanted  it  —  what 
young  woman  wouldn’t  have  dreamed  of 
being  a  hit  singer?  —  but  I  didn’t  expect  it, 
and  it  was  very  shortlived. 

Because  of  the  blacklist.  That’s  the  problem 
when  music  is  commercially  controlled.  If 
people  aren’t  saying  the  right  things... 

Precisely.  They  can  pull  it  out  as  quickly 
as  they  can  give  it  to  you. 


But  you  were  able  to  maintain  a  following 
through  alternative  channels. 

None  of  us  were  terribly  happy  playing  in 
the  high-class  saloons  and  all  that  anyway. 
Sometimes  it  was  fun,  but  most  of  the  time 
that  wasn’t  what  turned  us  on.  When  we 
came  back  in  the  ’50s  after  a  couple  of  years’ 
absence,  we  found  the  wonderful  audience 
that  we  had  ever  after,  in  colleges  and  con¬ 
cert  halls.  It’s  the  strangest  thing;  in  the 
Weavers’  absence,  this  audience  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow  in  geometric  proportions. 
Although  I  was  only  one  part  of  the 
Weavers,  when  I  do  concerts  now  I  find  all 
kinds  of  people  in  my  audience.  It’s  a 
women’s  audience,  a  progressive  audience, 
and  there  are  always  a  number  of  very  young 
kids  that  I  would  never  expect  to  know  our 
music  or  to  see  at  my  concerts. 

Again,  it’s  outside  of  the  mainstream,  com¬ 
mercial... 

The  thing  about  that  is  there’s  this  won¬ 
derful  river  running  alongside  of  the  main¬ 
stream.  Television  and  most  of  the  major 
news  media  don’t  consider  it,  but  it’s  there, 
strong  and  solid.  So  many  wonderful 
songwriters  and  singers  have  come  along 
ever  since  the  Weavers.  We  started  it,  open¬ 
ed  it  up,  but  we  can’t  take  credit  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  generations  of  talented,  con- 
cerned,  interesting  writers  and  singers  that 


Ronnie  Gilbert 

have  come  along  since.  Some  of  them  are 
making  it  into  the  big  time,  like  Tracy  Chap¬ 
man.  So  who  knows?  Maybe  things  are 
changing.  We  can’t  take  anything  for  grant¬ 
ed.  Life  is  change.  We’re  seeing  a  time  now 
when  a  lot  of  the  rock  stars  both  here  and  in 
Europe  —  and  I  don’t  know  about  Asia  — 
are  singing  about  social  concerns  in  their 
popular  music.  I  think  that  the  absence  of 
that  in  popular  music  has  been  the  anomaly 

Although  it  wouldn  ’t  necessarily  have  to  be 
from  a  leftist  perspective. 

Certainly  not,  and  it  often  isn’t,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact.  Talk  about  paradoxes:  when  I 
was  in  Albany  several  months  ago  I  passed  a 
“pro-life”  demonstration  in  front  of  Plan¬ 
ned  Parenthood,  and  what  were  they  sing¬ 
ing?  “We  Shall  Overcome”! 

“Gentle,  Angry  People”  —  I’ve  heard  the 
pro-lifers  singing  that  one.  If  you  ever  want 
to  get  really  angry! 

Bet  you  don’t  get  so  gentle  when  you  hear 
that!  “A  Gentle  Angry  People”  is  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  anthem;  I  just  sang  it  at  the 
Choice  rally  in  Washington.  But  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  that  people  write  songs  that  are  very 
specific.  Songwriters  are  constantly  being 
told  by  people  who  are  supposed  to  be  “in 
the  know”  that  contemporary  songs  about  a 
specific  incident  or  a  specific  time  won’t  last 
forever.  Well,  they  may  not,  but  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  have  those  specific  songs  around,  so 
they  can’t  be  coopted.  Like  Charlie  King’s 
song  about  one  of  those  big  companies  — 
was  it  American  Express?  —  that  wanted  to 
open  a  plant  in  Kentucky,  asking  that  ques¬ 
tion  you  never  thought  you  were  going  to 
hear  again:  “Are  you  now  or  have  you  ever 
been  a  union  person?” 

You’re  not  going  to  hear  the  “pro-lifers” 
singing  that  one!  It  feels  important  to  me  to 
have  people  like  yourself  who  have  “hung 
in”  through  the  various  changes  and  the 
various  battles,  because  you  have  such  a 
wealth  of  information.  It’s  inspirational 
that  you’ve  stuck  with  it.  Both  my  parents 
were  leftists  who  got  very  disillusioned  dur¬ 
ing  the  McCarthy  era. 

Well,  they  had  very  good  reasons.  There 
were  all  kinds  of  things  that  went  on. 

Absolutely.  I’m  not  blaming  people.  But  it’s 
wonderful  that  you. . . 

I’ve  been  very  lucky.  I’m  a  funny  combina¬ 
tion  of  loner  and  valuer  of  community.  I’ve 
been  able  to  go  my  own  way  a  lot.  Part  of 
that  is  because  I  only  had  one  kid.  Had  I  had 
two  children,  my  life  would  have  been  com¬ 
pletely  different.  That’s  a  matter  of  a  roll  of 
the  dice. 

There  were  certain  things  from  that  time 
[the  Old  Left]  that  were  good  and  true 
and  clean  and  wonderful.  Those  things 
don’t  die.  They  take  funny  forms,  they 
change,  but  they’re  still  there  —  those  ideals 
and  hopes  and  dreams.  We’ve  got  to  find 


them  again,  to  find  the  shape  they  need  to  be 
in  in  this  present  time.  People  say  the  move¬ 
ment  is  dead.  It’s  not  dead;  it’s  regrouping. 

I  just  arranged  to  do  a  benefit  in  February 
for  the  veterans  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Brigade.  I  have  a  very  powerful  emotional 
attachment  to  that,  as  many,  many  people 
have.  This  goes  back  to  my  first  political  ac¬ 
tion:  in  1936,  when  I  was  about  11  or  12 
years  old,  I  was  out  on  the  street  with  a  con¬ 
tainer  raising  money  for  the  Spanish  refugee 

Holly  Near  introduced  me  to 
what  was  essentially  a  world 
of  women,  a  woman  ys 
audience  that  she  was  singing 
for  at  the  time.  She  had 
come  out  as  a  lesbian.  Her 
partners  were  lesbian  women. 
They  were  learning  to  do 
what  in  all  my  years  in  the 
music  business  I  never  saw  — 
which  was  women  running  a 
record  company,  women 
producing  concerts,  women 
learning  to  be  engineers, 
women  moving  into  this 
absolutely  all-male  enclave.... 
It  was  a  blast,  the  most 
wonderful  thing! 

children. 

The  Spanish  Civil  War  vets  have  been 
raising  money  for  Nicaragua  for  years. 
They’ve  gotten  16  or  17  ambulances  sent 
down  there.  Now  they’ve  got  a  project  to 
teach  people  how  to  repair  wheelchairs  for 
the  people  who  have  been  maimed  in  the 
awful  business  that’s  going  on  there. 

Here  are  these  guys  from  way  back  then 
who  are  still  active,  still  connected  with  the 
world,  with  life.  They  have  something  to 
teach  us.  They  may  have  a  lot  to  learn  — 
which  some  of  them  will  learn,  we  know 
that!  —  but  they  are  people  who  understand 
that  they  exist  in  the  world  not  alone.  Look¬ 
ing  back,  what  terrifies  me  is  seeing  that 
there  have  been  years  and  years  where  the 
major  thrust  in  personal  growth  and  politics 
is  taking  care  of  oneself,  finding  the  “inner 
self.”  This  is  all  very  important,  but  what 
about  our  nature  as  human  beings  in  the 
community?  We  are  in  this  world  together, 
and  we  are  either  going  to  make  it  together 
or  we’re  not  going  to  make  it.  I  see  groups  of 
women  fragmenting  themselves,  fighting 
each  other.  We  have  to  fight  out  certain 
things,  but  there’s  got  to  be  something 
under  it  all. 


Having  a  musical  tradition  and  a  shared 
culture  is  something  that  can  pull  people 
together. 


].  A.  Rubino 


I  think  music  is  wonderful  that  way,  don’t 
you?  It’s  the  one  thing  that  really  does  it. 
Songwriters  are  forced  to  be  poets,  to  tear 
away  the  unnecessary  and  get  down  to  the 
image  that  really  counts. 

The  task  of  the  next  decade  is  coalition. 
It’s  so  difficult,  but  it’s  got  to  be  done  or 
we’re  lost.  We  mustn’t  box  ourselves  in  such 
a  way  that  we  don’t  let  ourselves  have  con¬ 
tact  with  others;  we  need  to  bounce  our 
ideas,  our  experience  off  other  realities. 

I’m  63  years  old.  If  I  can  “live  and 
‘loyn,’  ”  so  can  everybody  else.  To  have 
discovered  a  totally  new  life,  a  totally  new 
world  of  women  after  all  of  my  indoctrina¬ 
tion  in  the  Old  Left  —  talk  about  rebirth! 

You  say  you  ’ve  had  this  new  world  open  up 
for  you.  How  did  you  stumble  upon  this 
“ new  world”?  Why  did  you  happen  to  be 
open  to  it  in  the  way  that  you  were? 

The  first  thing  that  happened  was  that  I 
heard  Holly  Near’s  music.  That  was  the 
event  that  attached  me  to  what  was  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  women’s  movement  in  the  ’70s.  I 
had  been  seeing  it  from  a  distance,  through 
the  eyes  of  the  poets,  Adrienne  Rich  and  so 
on,  reading  about  it  but  not  a  part  of  it.  It 
was  through  the  poets  that  I  began  to  look  at 
my  own  history.  Many  things  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  open  up. 

Then  suddenly,  Holly’s  music  came 
along.  I’m  sure  you  know  about  the  whole 
business  of  my  connecting  with  her  and  sing¬ 
ing  with  her.  She  introduced  me  to  what  was 
essentially  a  world  of  women,  a  woman’s 
audience  that  she  was  singing  for  at  the  time. 
She  had  come  out  as  a  lesbian.  Her  partners 

I  think  older  women  are 
often  relegated  to  “ wise 
woman  ’  ’  status.  We  ’re  not 
perceived  as  having  love  lives 
or  problems  of  our  own.  Age 
is  seen  as  only  about 
infirmity,  over  the  hill, 
wrinkles.  It’s  as  if  a  person’s 
life  as  such  gets  wiped  out  by 
younger  people  who  cannot 
_ imagine  it. _ 

were  lesbian  women.  They  were  learning  to 
do  what  in  all  my  years  in  the  music  business 
I  never  saw  —  which  was  women  running  a 
record  company,  women  producing  con¬ 
certs,  women  learning  to  be  engineers, 
women  moving  into  this  absolutely  all-male 
enclave.  You  never  saw  a  woman  in  any  of 
those  positions,  in  any  of  that  work  except 
as  secretaries  and  “go-fers.”  And  here  was 
Redwood  Records  and  the  Olivia  Records 
people,  helping  to  develop  a  whole  world  of 
women  producers  and  engineers.  That’s 
what  I  was  introduced  to  when  Holly  and  I 
went  out  on  tour.  I  hadn’t  sung  in  20  years, 
and  I  certainly  never  had  run  into  this!  It 
was  a  blast,  the  most  wonderful  thing!  I  was 
totally  swept  away  by  it. 

I  saw  the  strength  that  I  had  seen  in  my 
own  mother  released.  My  mother  certainly 
wasn’t  a  traditionalist.  She  divorced  my 
father  and  raised  my  sister  and  myself  alone, 
and  from  the  time  we  were  very  little  kids  she 
was  a  single  parent,  a  worker,  active  in  polit¬ 
ical  life,  a  lover  of  music,  and  I  think  there 
were  a  lot  more  women  like  her  than 
younger  women  generally  realize.  But  she 
had  to  put  so  much  of  her  own  self  into  the 
traditional  role  of  wife  and  mother.  So  see¬ 
ing  these  women  released  from  that  obliga¬ 
tion,  releasing  themselves  from  that  obliga¬ 
tion  of  having  to  fit  in  was  amazing  to  me.  I 
have  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  remem¬ 
ber  when  it  wasn’t  like  that. 

You  mention  remembering  a  different  time. 
Would  you  talk  a  little  about  being  in  your 
60s  and  how  people  in  the  progressive  and 
women’s  movements  perceive  you?  Have 
you  felt  at  all  “invisible”  as  you’ve  gotten 
older? 

My  first  personal  awareness  of  invisibility 
came  when  I  was  a  part  of  a  community  in 
Canada,  in  which  my  age  made  me  the  per¬ 
son  people  would  come  to  with  problems. 
My  official  role  was  also  that  of  a  counselor, 
so  that  obscured  the  fact  that  I  would  have 
been  seen  as  a  sounding  board  whether  or 
not  I  had  that  job.  I  think  older  women  are 
often  relegated  to  “wise  woman”  status. 
We’re  not  perceived  as  having  love  lives  or 


problems  of  our  own.  Age  is  seen  as  only 
about  infirmity,  over  the  hill,  wrinkles.  It’s 
as  if  a  person’s  life  as  such  gets  wiped  out  by 
younger  people  who  cannot  imagine  it.  But 
we  are  sexual,  we  are  working,  we  have 
questions  about  what  our  lives  are  about. 
Even  those  of  us  who  are  retired  have  a  lot 
of  work  to  do  about  our  lives  —  it’s  the  same 
work  younger  people  have. 

Most  of  my  friends  are  younger  than  me. 
My  partner,  Donna  Korones,  is  19  years 
younger  than  I  am,  and  most  of  my  friends 
are  her  age.  I  really  have  to  try  hard  to  con¬ 
nect  up  with  older  women.  I  love  the  young¬ 
er  women  in  my  life,  but  they  are  exception¬ 
al.  They  see  me  as  a  woman  who  is  active  in 
the  things  they  are  interested  in,  instead  of 
someone  who  is  there  just  to  do  something 
for  them. 

This  brings  up  what  I  think  is  one  of  the 
big  unexplored  issues,  and  it  has  to  do  with 
women’s  relationship  to  their  mothers.  I 
spent  my  young  womanhood  in  a  time  when 
“mother”  was  blamed  for  everything  —  it 
was  the  legacy  of  Freudian  analysis.  The 
nuclear  family  promotes  that  relationship  — 
you  either  love  your  mother  completely  or 
you  break  away  all  together.  It’s  the  idea 
that  you  have  to  “kill”  your  mother  to  have 
your  own  life. 

That  reminds  me  of  Baba  Copper’s  book, 
Over  the  Hill ,  which  has  a  section  on  how 
younger  women  often  perceive  all  old 
women  as  their  mothers  and  how  that  con¬ 
tributes  to  ageism.  Copper  says  she  wants  to 
tell  younger  women,  “I  am  not  your 
mother!” 

I’ve  said  that  myself.  I’ve  seen  that  wall 
go  up  between  me  and  younger  women  and 
sometimes  I  know  it  has  to  do  with  their 
relationship  with  their  mothers. 

Younger  women  lose  so  much  —  we  all  lose 
so  much  —  by  not  making  space  for  old 
women  in  the  communities  — 

But  how  can  younger  women  make 
space?  Everyone,  including  me,  has  been 
taught  to  devalue  age.  Who  wants  to  hear 
the  old  stories?  Who  has  the  patience  to  hear 
them?  We’ve  lived  longer  —  we  have  more 
to  relate.  In  this  society,  most  people  don’t 
live  with  old  people,  so  we  don’t  learn  how 
to  shift  into  that  different  pace.  I  left  New 
York  because  I  don’t  want  to  grow  old 
there.  I  see  the  impatience  when  old  people 
are  using  the  money  machines.  This  is  a 
wbrld  where  if  you’re  impatient  with  some¬ 
thing,  why  not  just  turn  the  dial.  The  mind  is 
not  tempered  toward  slowness.  But  we’re  all 
going  to  be  there.  If  this  world  continues, 
you’re  making  a  world  where  you  won’t 
have  a  place.  At  my  age,  I  may  not  be  wise,  I 
may  be  stupider  than  I  ever  was.  But  you 
have  to  make  room  for  me,  because  you’re 
making  room  for  yourself.  You  have  to 
make  time  for  me,  because  you’re  making 
time  for  yourself. 

I  don ’t  think  of  50  as  old 
anymore,  but  when  I  had  my 
50th  birthday,  it  was  like 
liberation  day.  I  had  this 
huge  phony  responsibility 
lifted  off  my  shoulders  —  a 
phony  responsibility  to  be  a 
certain  way,  to  be  young.  To 
be  perceived  as  young.  And 
all  the  phony  ideals  about 
sexual  stuff  that  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  real  sexual 
stuff.  That  was  finally  gone. 

I  do  want  to  say  one  more  thing  about  age 
—  on  the  positive  side.  Now,  I  don’t  think 
of  50  as  old  anymore,  but  when  I  had  my 
50th  birthday,  it  was  like  liberation  day.  I 
had  this  huge  phony  responsibility  lifted  off 
my  shoulders  —  a  phony  responsibility  to  be 
a  certain  way,  to  be  young.  To  be  perceived 
as  young.  And  all  the  phony  ideals  about 
sexual  stuff  that  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
real  sexual  stuff.  That  was  finally  gone.  I 
don’t  mean  to  make  it  magic,  but  I  feel  as 
though  I’m  on  a  different  level  now.  It’s  a 
cheat  that  we  fear  age  so  much. 

On  another  topic,  do  you  want  to  talk  a  bit 
about  how  you  see  gay  and  lesbian  issues  fit- 
ting  into  the  political  landscape? 


Well,  it’s  not  only  theoretical  for  me,  [be¬ 
cause]  there  I  was  in  the  middle  of  a  lesbian 
world  [that  Holly  Near  introduced  me  to], 
among  women  struggling  so  hard  and  work¬ 
ing  hard  and  not  being  given  any  credit,  be¬ 
ing  put  down.  I  see  these  issues  in  a  very 
political  way:  it  didn’t  require  me  to  be  a  les¬ 
bian  to  support  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  I  can 
be  anything  I  want  personally,  but  the  civil 
rights  of  any  group  is  something  that  I  will 
fight  hard  for.  It  didn’t  require  me  to  be 
Black  to  support  the  rights  of  Black  people. 
That’s  my  background.  I  remember  my 
mother  as  a  rank-and-file  unionist  and  as  a 
Jew  always  talking  about  making  life  better 
for  everybody,  not  just  for  Jews.  That’s  my 
mother’s  Jewish  progressivism,  the  kind  of 
Jew  I  am. 

“The  Daughters  of  Mother 
Jones”  are  the  wives,  the 
daughters,  sisters  of  striking 
miners;  some  of  them  are 
miners  themselves.  These 
women  are  by  appearance 
every  bit  the  kind  of 
hometown,  small-town 
American  women  who  do 
their  makeup  quite  as  they’re 
shown  in  the  magazines,  who 
do  their  hair  very,  very  care¬ 
fully.  And  they  are  lying 
down  in  the  road,  in  the  mud 
puddles,  to  stop  the  trucks 
from  going  through. 


As  you  were  growing  up,  or  during  the  Mc¬ 
Carthy  era,  were  you  aware  of  lesbian  and 
gay  people  or  movements? 

Hardly  at  all.  I  knew  it  was  a  smear  tactic, 
a  way  that  the  right  wing  would  smear  pro¬ 
gressive  or  liberal  people  in  government,  ac¬ 
cusing  them  of  being  gay.  That  was  suppos¬ 
ed  to  make  them  vulnerable  to  being  traitors 
to  their  country  and  blah-blah-blah.  But  it 
didn’t  become  a  political  issue  in  my  cons¬ 
ciousness  for  a  very  long  time,  not  until  gay 
people  made  it  an  issue. 

Which  in  your  experience  was  the  late  ’60s, 
the  early  ’70s? 

I  think  it  was  the  ’70s,  with  the  women’s 
movement.  I  felt  confused  and  disappointed 
when  the  women’s  movement  started  to  falt¬ 
er  around  the  question  of  lesbian  separa¬ 
tism.  That  was  a  serious  mistake.  I  can 
understand  where  lesbians  were  coming 
from,  but  it  was  a  demand  on  the  women’s 
movement  that  I  thought  was  very  unrealis¬ 
tic  and  I  think  it  cost.  I  don’t  mean  to  blame 
the  whole  thing  on  lesbians;  it  went  the  other 
way,  too.  There  were  other  women,  so- 
called  “straight”  women  who  could  not 
open  their  minds  enough  to  accept  lesbian 
women.  But  it  became  a  back-against-the- 
wall  sort  of  thing,  in  which  you  had  to  state 
who  you  were  and  be  who  you  were,  and  the 
very  strong  needs  of  other  people  were  not 
paid  attention  to.  Whenever  that  happens, 
you  splinter.  In  the  early  days,  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  insisted  that  its  way  was  the 
right  way,  that  nobody  else  had  anything 
worthwhile  to  offer.  It  splintered  off  from 
other  people,  and  it  weakened  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  Left.  This  happens  all  the  time. 

Whenever  people  feel  under  attack. 

Sure.  I  suppose  it  will  go  along  like  that 
forever.  One  of  the  things  about  the  Right  is 
that  their  solidarity  is  so  strong,  because 
they  have  the  power  and  we  don’t.  The  rest 
of  us  are  so  needy,  and  our  own  needs  make 
us  so  sectarian.  Our  task  is  to  find  out  how 
we  can  coexist  with  one  another. 

I  was  just  down  at  the  Pittston  coal  fields 
in  West  Virginia  and  in  Knoxville,  Tennes¬ 
see,  visiting  the  strike  headquarters.  Have 
you  had  anything  in  Gay  Community  News 
about  the  Pittston  strike? 

No,  I  don’t  think  there’s  been  much. 

It  is  the  extraordinary  event  —  labor 
event,  certainly,  but  I  think  even  more  than 
that  —  of  the  second  half  of  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury,  and  there  is  an  absolute  news  blackout. 
They’re  literally  fighting  for  their  lives. 


Thousands  of  miners  have  given  their  lives 
and  their  health.  They’ve  got  black  lung, 
they  can’t  work.  The  Pittston  company  is 
trying  to  cut  off  their  health  benefits  by 
various  means.  That’s  what  the  strike  is 
about. 

I  had  a  great  uncle  that  died  of  black  lung 
disease.  My  father  comes  from  the  Appa¬ 
lachian  coal  miner  tradition. 

You  should  make  the  trip  to  Pittston 
yourself  then!  The  union  has  set  up  a 
“Camp  Solidarity”  on  somebody’s  land, 
and  they  cook  for  whoever  shows  up.  There 
may  be  50  people,  or  500,  or  5000. 

When  I  heard  there  was  a  women’s  sup¬ 
port  group  called  “The  Daughters  of 
Mother  Jones,”  I  said,  “I’ve  got  to  meet 
those  folks.”  They  are  the  wives,  the 
daughters,  sisters  of  striking  miners;  some 
of  them  are  miners  themselves.  (There  have 
been  women  miners  over  the  last  couple  of 
decades  —  3,000  or  so  —  of  whom  very  few 
are  now  working.)  These  women  are  by  ap¬ 
pearance  every  bit  the  kind  of  hometown, 
small-town  American  women  who  do  their 
makeup  quite  as  they’re  shown  in  the  maga¬ 
zines,  who  do  their  hair  very,  very  carefully. 
And  they  are  lying  down  in  the  road,  in  the 
mud  puddles,  to  stop  the  trucks  from  going 
through.  One  woman  said  about  this  state 
trooper,  “Well,  I  knew  when  I  laid  down  on 
the  road  that  he  wasn’t  going  to  walk  into 
the  mud  puddle.  His  shoes  were  too  shiny!” 
They’re  learning  a  huge  lesson  about  who 
the  police  work  for,  who  the  state  troopers 
work  for. 

It’s  very  hard  to  get  some  of  the  women  to 
talk  because  it’s  not  part  of  their  culture  to 
talk  in  public.  Yet  once  started  it  pours  out 
of  them.  One  woman  was  asked  to  sing,  and 
( she  sang  a  song  that  was  very  much  a  coun¬ 
try  song  with  the  words  turned.  She  belted 
out  this  sentimental  song,  and  then  I  was  in¬ 
troduced,  and  I  sang  some  stuff  for  them  in¬ 
cluding  a  song  I  wrote  for  the  occasion,  us¬ 
ing  the  tune  from  “Which  Side  Are  You 
On?,”  which  of  course  they  know  very  well. 
It  was  a  nice  exchange. _ 

One  of  the  things  about  the 
Right  is  that  their  solidarity  is 
so  strong,  because  they  have 
the  power  and  we  don’t.  The 
rest  of  us  are  so  needy,  and 
our  own  needs  make  us  so 
_ sectarian. _ 

I’m  telling  you  this  because  we  women 
who  feel  ourselves  to  have  raised  our  con¬ 
sciousness,  who  are  living  different  lives, 
can  tend  to  be  very  cut  off  from  our  sisters 
—  from  the  great  majority  of  this  country, 
really.  We  lose  something  very  rich  and  im¬ 
portant  for  our  lives.  It’s  too  bad  that  alter¬ 
native  papers  like  Gay  Community  News 
don’t  address  these  things  at  least  in  some 
small  way.  We  keep  ourselves  more  isolated 
from  the  other  great  things  that  are  going  on 
in  this  country. 

We  see  a  lot  more  in  the  U.  S.  press  about 
striking  workers  in  Eastern  Europe  than 
about  the  Pittston  strike. 

As  the  people  down  there  are  very  aware 
of.  With  television  the  day  has  gone  wheri 
Kentucky  and  West  Virginia  miners  and 
their  families  were  cut  off  from  the  world. 

We  attended  a  meeting  about  an  incredi¬ 
ble  event,  the  takeover  of  one  of  the  plants 
by  90  strikers.  Every  miner  had  been  given  a 
share  of  Pittston  coal,  and  therefore  they 
had  the  right  to  walk  in  and  “inspect  their 
property.”  It  was  like  a  military  operation. 
They  moved  in,  and  the  guards  ran  for  their 
lives,  though  it  was  a  totally  non-violent  ac¬ 
tion.  It’s  so  marvelous,  so  full  of  humor. 
Here  are  these  guys  all  dressed  up  in  military 
camouflage.  It  looks  like  you’ve  walked  into 
a  camp  of  contras.  And  the  women  have  put 
themselves  in  front  of  the  doors  so  that 
police  can’t  get  the  miners  out,  with  others 
filling  in  as  people  are  taken  away.  What  are 
they  doing?  A  non-violent  strike  action!  I 
don’t  know  if  you  know  much  about  the 
miners’  history,  but  their  tradition  was  that 
if  a  scab  comes  to  take  your  job,  you  take  a 
^Yifle  and  get  rid  of  him.  These  folks  are 
learning  every  day.  We  ought  to  be  learning 
alongside  them.  Go  down  to  the  Pittston 
fields.  You  won’t  be  sorry. 

Before  we  end,  would  you  like  to  say  some- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


HANG  OUT. 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you 


SELECTIONS" 

1-900-456-3700 


Only  8^  per  minute.  Must  he  18  years  «>r  older.  ©Jartel.  In*  .  1^89 


"'I 

X:*.: 


1«550*WQM 


BOSTON'S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 


GET  CONNECTED  TO  THE  NEXT  WOMN  CALLING  IN 
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1 0*  per  minute,  20*  first  minute,  $1 . 9  minutes  ADULTS  ONLY 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


1-900-999-: 


'  BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS  "DREAMLINE" 
V  95«  PER  MINUTE  -  $1 .50  THE  FIRST  MINUTE 


BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS 
"REAL  PEOPLE"  $3.50  PER  CALL 


-900-963-6363 


COPYRIGHT  *98S  REAl  PEOPLE  LTD  VOU  MUST  BE  '8  OLDER  PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


Ronnie 

Continued  from  centerspread 

thing  about  your  new  album.  Love  Will 

Find  a  Way? 

I’m  very  proud  of  this  new  release.  My 
partner  Donna  and  I  produced  it  ourselves. 
We  wanted  very  much  to  do  this  project  on 
our  own,  to  learn  after  all  these  years  what  it 
takes  to  make  a  record  —  the  whole  process, 
including  selling  it.  It  had  always  been  done 
for  me,  first  by  Decca  Records,  then  by 
RCA  Victor,  Vanguard  Records,  Redwood 
Records. 

And  you  know  what?  I  like  this  record 
better  than  any  I’ve  ever  done.  It  has  a  feel 
to  it,  it  says  what  I  want  it  to  say.  And  Don¬ 
na  has  become  a  fantastic  record  producer!  I 
want  to  tell  you  she’s  fabulous,  and  not  just 
because  I  love  her.  She  ought  to  be  working 
with  somebody  who’ll  make  her  a  lot  of 
money,  but  for  some  reason  she  chooses  to 
stick  with  me.  I’m  very  lucky.  How  can 
anybody  expect  to  be  so  lucky  in  her  life?  □ 

To  purchase  copies  of  Love  Will  Find  a 
Way,  write:  Abbe  Alice  Music,  P.O.  Box 
8388,  Berkeley,  CA  94707.  Cost:  $10  for 
tape,  $15  for  compact  disc,  plus  $2  postage 
and  handling. 

Pam  Mitchell  is  the  granddaughter  of 
Eastern  European  Jews  who  fled  to  the 
Lower  East  Side  from  poverty  and  pogroms, 
and  of  West  Virginia  hill  people  who  were 
forced  to  work  for  the  coal  companies  when 
their  farm  couldn ’t  support  the  family.  She 
is  consequently  the  daughter  of  people  who 
grew  up  pissed-off  poor  and  knowing  which 
side  they  were  on.  Though  she  can  ap¬ 
preciate  the  Pittston  experiment  in  non¬ 
violence,  she  nonetheless  covets  the  bumper 
sticker  she  saw  recently  that  said  “I  ac¬ 
celerate  for  Scabs,  ”  and  she  would  have  kill¬ 
ed  to  have  a  piano  and  songbooks  in  her 
house  when  she  was  growing  up. 

Thanks  to  Stephanie  Poggi  for  conducting 
the  portion  of  this  interview  focussed  on 
ageism. 

Relapse 

Continued  from  back  page 
contradicts  what  happens  in  every  television 
soap  opera,  commercial,  or  movie.  Even 
though  the  onus  for  behavioral  change  is 
placed  squarely  on  the  individual  with  little 
or  no  social  support,  that  same  society  is 
provides  a  fair  amount  of  negative  rein¬ 
forcers. 

Although  we  have  seen  a  remarkable  shift 
in  gay  community  norms  regarding  risky 
sexual  behaviors,  safer  sex  has  not  been  fully 
embraced  or  integrated  permanently  into 
the  fabric  of  gay  life.  This  is  evident  from 
the  responses  of  participants  in  GMHC’s 
pilot  reinforcement  workshop  who  reported 
that  fear  of  rejection  kept  them  from  bring¬ 
ing  up  safer  sex  in  a  sexual  encounter.  If  a 
gay  man  feels  his  potential  sexual  partner 
for  the  night  will  walk  away  at  the  mention 
of  safer  sex,  then  something  is  definitely 
wrong. 

Another  contributing  factor  to  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  relapse  seems  to  be  directly 
related  to  self-esteem.  A  significant  number 
of  participants  in  two  GMHC  workshops 
felt  that  low  self-esteem  was  directly  related 
to  their  having  unsafe  sex.  If  someone  has 
low  regard  for  himself,  which  is  heightened 
in  sexual  situations  where  personal  asser¬ 
tiveness  is  required,  how  likely  is  it  that  he 
will  engage  in  behaviors  that  would  protect 
himself  or  his  partners?  Unfortunately,  it’s 
especiall  easy  for  gay  people  —  who  grew  up 
with  negative  self  images  based  on  generaliz¬ 
ed  homphobia  —  to  focus  on  negative 
aspects  of  ourselves. 

It  is  also  evident  that  many  individuals 
turn  to  alcohol  and/or  drugs  to  combat  this 
low  self  image.  As  a  result,  an  altered  state 
of  mind  leads  to  an  extremely  dangerous  at¬ 
titude  about  what  one  will  or  will  not  do  sex¬ 
ually.  And  we  can  safely  assume  that  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  contributes  to  unsafe  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  rather  than  safer  sex. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  reemphasize  the 
importance  of  safer  sex.  And  beyond  that, 
as  gay  men,  we  need  to  create  a  community 
in  which  safer  sex  is  no  longer  just  an  alter¬ 
native  or  choice,  but  a  widely  accepted  norm 
among  all  of  us.  To  accomplish  this,  we 
must  seek  support  when  we  need  it,  we  must 
encourage  each  other  to  make  good  and 
healthy  choices,  and  we  must  regroup  as  a 
community  by  becoming  our  own  best  posi¬ 
tive  role-models  and  taking  pride  in  our  ac¬ 
complishments.  In  this  way,  we  maintain  the 


vibrant,  healthy,  and  powerful  community 
we’ve  always  been,  and  we  move  forward  in¬ 
to  the  ’90s  with  hope  and  pride.  □ 

Michael  DeMayo  is  the  Assistant  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  AIDS  Prevention  Programs  at 
Gay  Men ’s  Health  Crisis  and  the  creator  of 
GMHC’s  “Keep  it  Up!”  workshop. 

Woo 
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sufficient  use  of  lecturers  in  her  area  to  pro¬ 
vide  her  an  opportunity  to  have  a  reasonable 
chance  of  a  three-year  appointment;”  and 
‘‘to  look  at  areas  where  her  academic  ex¬ 
perience  is  compatible.”  Harrington  said 
the  fact  that  Woo  does  not  have  a  doctorate 
is  ‘‘somewhat  problematic.” 

Harrington  said  she  ‘‘couldn’t  answer” 
whether  the  Asian  Studies  or  Women’s 
Studies  departments  could  only  hire  faculty 
with  doctorate  degrees.  Harrington  also  ad¬ 
ded  that  ‘‘initial  placement  does  not 
preclude  Ms.  Woo  from  later  moving  to 
other  departments.” 

Woo  said  she  is  prepared  to  file  suit  again 
if  UCB  fails  to  make  her  ‘‘a  decent  offer.” 
And  if  she  does  file  suit,  she  won’t  just  settle 
for  back  pay  this  time.  ‘‘We’ll  go  for 
lawyer’s  fees,  and  damages,  and  lost  future 
earnings”  —  all  of  which  were  not  requested 
in  the  grievance  process. 

She  said  the  Merle  Woo  Defense  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  was  formed  after  her  initial  fir¬ 
ing,  has  begun  meeting  again  to  pressure 
UCB  and  to  publicize  the  case.  The  defense 
committee  has  mounted  letter-writing, 
phone,  and  petition  campaigns  to  put 
pressure  on  the  university.  ‘‘The  university 
thinks  it  has  the  courts  and  law  on  its  side,” 
said  Woo,  adding,  “they  don’t  think  we  can 
pick  up  the  momentum  again.  In  truth,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  gather  up  the  energy  to 
fight... but  people  are  getting  angry  again, 
too.” 

Letters  can  be  sent  to:  Ira  Michael 
Heyman,  Chancellor,  200  California  Hall, 
UCB,  Berkeley,  CA  94720.  The  Merle  Woo 
Defense  Committee  can  be  reached  at  203 
Arbor  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131;  or 
(415)  334-1853. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Somewhere 
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McNeice  said  they  have  a  lot  of  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  new  Somewhere  Else. 

“Somewhere’s  is  different.  It’s  where  a 
lot  of  us  grew  up  —  a  lot  of  us  came  out 
there,”  Donna  Ardolino,  another  former 
bartender  who  will  be  part  of  the  new  staff, 
told  GCN.  Featuring  live  entertainment  and 
dancing,  Somewhere  Else  had  long  been  a 
gathering  place  for  lesbians  and  a  kind  of 
community  landmark,  often  the  only  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  community  known  to  lesbians 
from  outside  of  Boston. 

Like  a  phoenix,  Somewhere  Else  has  risen 
from  the  ashes  before.  The  club  has  under¬ 
gone  a  number  of  management  changes 
since  it  was  opened  in  1976  by  Ann  Maguire 
and  Bob  White  as  “Somewhere.”  Five  years 
ago,  the  bar  survived  another  fire  which  also 
started  in  the  bathhouse,  and  when  it  open¬ 
ed  again,  it  was  renamed  Somewhere  Else. 

“It’s  beautiful.  There  are  skylights  on  the 
fifth  floor  and  more  windows.  It’s  a  change, 
but  a  positive  change,”  said  Renzi  of  the 
new  Somewhere  Else,  which  will  occupy  the 
fourth  and  fifth  floors  of  the  building,  not 
the  first  and  second  as  before.  According  to 
Renzi,  Somewhere  Else  is  planning  to  install 
an  elevator  so  that  the  club  will  be  wheel¬ 
chair  accessible  a  few  months  after  it  opens. 
Other  prospective  tenants  are  still 
negotiating  with  the  owner  for  the  first  and 
second  floors. 

After  Somewhere  Else  closed,  a  new 
women’s  bar,  Indigo,  opened  in  Cambridge. 
According  to  Indigo’s  Cyndie  Barone,  the 
club  is  not  concerned  about  competition 
from  Somewhere  Else.  “I  wish  them  luck,” 
she  said.  “The  community  has  often  sup¬ 
ported  more  than  one  women’s  bar.” 

McNeice  said  that  “live  entertainment 
will  continue  to  be  strong”  at  the  new 
Somewhere  Else.  Renzi  added  that  “there 
will  be  some  new  things,  some  surprises.  We 
feel  strongly  about  giving  back  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  doing  benefits,  putting  money  back 
into  the  community. 

“We’ll  have  something  for  everyone. 
And,”  she  hastened  to  add,  “a  suggestion 
box.”  □ 
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1  INDIGO'S  Hours:  Thursday  4PM-SAM  (no  cover)  ■  Friday  4PM-SAM  ■  Saturday  3PM-SAM 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 
NEW  YEARS  EVE  TIX  NOW  ON  SALE 


HURRY!  GOOD  SEATS  GO  FAST! 


BOSTON  GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 
HOLIDAY  CONCERT 

ROBERT  BARNEY,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
JORDAN  HALL  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  17, 1989  AT  3:00 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  19, 1989  AT  8:00 

TICKETS  $18,  $14,  $9 

AT  GLAD  DAY,  TICKETRON,  BOSTIX,  OUT  OF  TOWN,  FRITZ 
CHARGE  BY  PHONE:  720-3434  OR  247-BGMC  •  BOX  OFFICE:  536-2412 
I  SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 


THIS  SUNDAY 

SUN  DEC  3 

HOLIDAY  CRAFT  FAIR/FLEA  MARKET  &  T-DANCE 


(Benefit  for  Shelter  Inc.) 

0  Flea  Market  noon-4PM  T-Dance  4PM-8PM 


COMING  SOON 
BETTY 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY 


INDIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 


MMU 
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D  E 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL’S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 


HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

.ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
I86V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  g@y  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 V2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 

BANKHEAD 

DR.  PAULGROIPEN 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

(617)364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St.  . 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt,  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 

Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  International 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

Illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 


TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  — A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

CHANGELING 

To  give  and  recieve  reciprocally,  to  become  different, 
alter,  transform.  A  child  secretly  put  in  the  place  of 
another.  ELF-CHILD.  I  am  drawn  to  that  which  I  fear. 
_ (22) 

Hello,  I’m  Black,  single,  34,  6  feet,  200  pounds,  and  I’m 
into  weights  an  romance.  I’m  alone  doing  30  years! 
Would  like  to  hear  from  submissive  people  for  honest 
friendship.  Age  30  and  beyond.  Ernest  Riley  # C62990, 
Box  71 1,  Menard,  Illinois,  62259. _ (21) 

ATTRACTIVE  THIRTYISH  PRE-OP  TS 
considering  moving  to  Boston  soon,  seeks  friend  or 
lover.  Also  seeking  roommate  situation.  I’m  financially 
secure,  passive,  tall  and  slender  with  a  smooth  hairless 
body;  a  quality  person  who’ll  need  a  quality  man.  Please 
write  soon.  P.O.  Box  1657;  Greensboro,  N.C.  27402. 
_ (24) 

Prof  lesbian  45  attrac.,  healthy,  warm,  sincere,  kind, 
loving,  seeks  same  for  possible  long  term  relationship 
loves  home,  animals,  poetry,  shows,  music,  walks,  com- 
mitt.,  loyalty,  honesty,  good  sense  of  humor  a  must,  old 
fash.  Love  first  sex  after.  Reply  P.O.  Box  576, 
Stoneham  MA  02180. _ (25) 

NEEDS  NEW  FRIENDS 

Southwest  Florida  handsome  black  male  would  like  to 
meet  verv  tall  guys  25-40.  Will  answer  all.  Send  response 
to  GCN  Box  375. _  (22) 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  an  American  gay/les¬ 
bian  friend.  I’m  27,  a  law  student,  and  interested  in  film, 
photography,  and  wildlife/ecology.  Jacek  Szczepanski, 
20-334  Lublin,  UL.Droga  M.M.  36/40,  Poland.  (23) 
Exceptional  nude  male  photos  (hard-ons,  balls,  asses)  of 
extraoridnary  guys.  Send  for  sample  and  price  list.  P.O. 
Box  2075,  Kingston,  ON  K7L5J8. _ (21) 

MYSTIC  MUFFIN 

THE  SHAVIE:  THE  FINAL  CHAPTER 

Between  your  seductive  nictations,  luscious  osculations, 
and  subulate  penetrations,  it  has  to  be  you! 

Your  adoring  j-spot _ (21) 


WANTED 

Female  Lead  Guitarist  or  keybd  w/vocals,  performing  exp. 
for  women’s  prof,  rock  band  in  Wash  DC.  Some  travel. 
Lifeline,  120  Sherman  Ave.,  Takoma  Pk,  MD  20912, 
301/270-8705. _ (22) 

LESBIANS  DOING  AIDS  WORK 

I  have  begun  a  project  which  looks  at  issues  for  lesbians  doing 
AIDS  work.  This  is  a  multi-racial,  multi-class  project.  If  you 
are  employed  in  AIDS  care,  advocacy,  research,  education,  or 
administranon,  please  contact  Jennifer  Walters  19  Roseway 
Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (617)  524421 1. _  (21) 


E  R  V  I  C  E  S 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


"  PERSONAt  HEALTH - - - 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 


3 


j/  ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

- - 4755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  212-HS9'  — 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


r^P'-r 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


A' 


N_NOJJN_CE_ME_NJ_S 

LESBIAN  VETERANS 

I  am  seeking  woman  vets  who  have  served  or  are  serving  in  the 
armed  forces  to  be  interviewed  for  my  book,  Lesbians  in  the 
Military  —  Past,  Present  and  Future.  Anonymity  is  assured. 
No  name  required.  Interviews  will  be  conducted  by  tape.  Rep- 
ly  to  P.O.  Box  680701 ,  San  Antonio,  TX  78268-0701,  (23) 

GRAND  CANYON  ADVENTURE  TRIP 
Sponsored  by  the  Connecticut  Women  Outdoors  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Womantrek.  September  5-13th,  1990,  8  days  on  the 
river.  Space  is  limited,  Reservation  and  Deposit  required  by 
December  28th  1989.  Trip  cost  $1450.  Contact  Mary  (203) 
243-1340  Carol  (203)  668-5086. _ g3) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


P - - i 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25L  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

Q  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $  . 

$. 

$_ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  021  li 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


$_ 

Total  $  _ 


Phone  (_ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


HI 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


H® 


CLP  WANTED 

ADMIN  ASST 

Progressive  humanitarian  aid  agy  seeks  admin 
asst/bkpr.  Competitive  salary,  exc  benefits.  Apply  by 
12/31/89  Grassroots  International,  P.O.  Box  312,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139.  _ (24) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The  Cen¬ 
tral  America  Solidarity  Association  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  7.15  per  hour.  Please  call  Malkah  or 

Pam  at  492-8699. _  _ (24) 

COMMUNICATIONS  DIRECTOR  N.Y.  STATE 

The  Student  Association  of  the  State  University  of 
New  York  (SASU)  is  a  statewide,  student-run,  student 
union  with  a  20  year  history  of  victories  and  empower¬ 
ment. 

SASU  builds  effective  grassroots  campaigns  around 
low  tuition,  financial  aid,  recruitment  and  retention  of 
students  of  color,  womyns  safety,  electoral  reform  and 
student  tenants  rights. 

Duties:  Responsible  for  publicizing  organization’s 
positions,  issues,  events  through  professional  and  cam¬ 
pus  media,  designing  posters,  pamphlets  and  other  rele¬ 
vant  materials,  editing,  writing  press  releases,  holding 
press  conferences,  and  keeping  in  contact  with  SUNY 
campus  issues. 

Requirements:  Experience  in  the  Communications 
Field,  good  writing  and  speaking  skills  essential,  belief  in 
low  cost  quality  public  higher  education. 

Salary:  $12, 000/year,  travel  reimbursed;  health 
benefits,  paid  holidays  and  vacation,  proven  training 
program,  broad  opportunities  for  coalition  involve¬ 
ment. 

To  apply:  Send  resume  to  SASU  Search  committee, 
c/o  SASU,  300  Lark  Street,  Albany,  N.Y.,  12210.  Start 
December  1989. 

SASU  is  an  equal  opportunity/Afirmative  action 
employer.  Womyn,  people  of  color,  openly  gay/les- 
bian/bisexual  people  are  encouraged  to  apply. _ (21) 


ORGANIZING  DIRECTOR  N.Y.  STATE 

The  Student  Association  of  the  State  University  of 
New  York  (SASU)  is  a  statewide,  student-run,  student 
union  with  a  20  year  history  of  victories  and  empower¬ 
ment. 

SASU  builds  effective  grassroots  campaigns  around 
low  tuition,  financial  aid,  recruitment  and  retention  of 
students  of  color,  womyns  safety,  electoral  reform  and 
student  tenants  rights. 

Duties:  Supervise  organizing  field  staff,  develop  and 
coordinate  action  campaigns  and  strategies  on  statewide 
issues,  plan  and  coordinate  Annual  Ray  Glass  Organiz¬ 
ing  conference,  help  develop  fact  sheets,  work  with 
organizing  staff  to  run  referendums,  work  closely  with 
the  Vice  President  for  Campus  Affairs. 

Requirements:  Organizing  experience,  travel,  good 
communication  and  writing  skills,  knowledge  of  public 
higher  education,  car  preferred. 

Salary:  $13, 000/year,  travel  reimbursed;  health 
benefits,  paid  holidays  and  vacation,  proven  training 
program,  broad  opportunities  for  coalition  involve¬ 
ment. 

To  apply:  Send  resume  to  SASU  Search  committee, 
c/o  SASU,  300  Lark  Street,  Albany,  N.Y.,  12210.  Start 
December  1989. 

SASU  is  an  equal  opportunity/Afirmative  action 
employer.  Womyn,  people  of  color,  openly  gay/les¬ 
bian/bisexual  people  are  encouraged  to  apply. _ (21) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17,840-$69,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885  ext.  R6433. 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

*Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

*Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
*lnnovative  HIV  EducatiorTand 
Treatment  Programs 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the^Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community-Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIAN 

Full  time  positions  available  for 
BC/BE  internists  or  family  physicians 
in  community  health  center  special¬ 
izing  in  gay  and  lesbian  health.  Must 
have  special  interest  in  HIV,  primary 
care,  and  women's  health.  Involves 
working  with  nurse  practitioners  and 
physician  assistants,  and  may  involve 
consultation  with  HIV  education  to 
other  community  providers. 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Part  time  position  (3-5  days/week)  for 
board  certified  chiropractor  to  join 
wholistic  health  team  in  full  service 
community  health  center.  Will  in¬ 
clude  working  with  medical  depart¬ 
ment  staff  and  other  wholistic  practi¬ 
tioners,  opportunities  for  provider 
education,  and  some  evening  hours. 

PROJECT  COORDINATOR 

Full  time  position  available  for  ex¬ 
perienced  administrator  to  coordin¬ 
ate  two  federally  funded  special  pro¬ 
jects.  The  Metropolitan  Area  HIV 
Services  (MAHS)  Project  is  a  3-year 
project  (in  its  third  year)  funded  by 
'the  Health  Resources  and  Services 
Administration  to  decrease  the  costs 
of  health  care  for  HIV-infected  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Boston  area.  It  brings 
together  Fenway  CHC,  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  Boston  Visiting  Nurse 
Assn.,  Dimock  CHC  and  Boston  City 
Hospital  in  collaborative  efforts  to 
provide  and  coordinate  community 
based  care,  education  and  resource 
development.  The  Drug  Abuse  and 
Health  Care  Services  (DAHCS)  Pro¬ 
ject  is  a  3-year  project  (beginning  its 
first  year)  funded  by  the  Bureau  of 
Health  Care  Delivery  and  Assistance 
to  provide  primary  medical  care  to 
individuals  in  substance  abuse  treat¬ 
ment  programs.  It  brings  together 
Fenway  CHC,  Dimock  CHC,  Martha 
Elliot  CHC  and  Cambridge  CHC's  in 
collaborative  efforts.  The  Project  Co¬ 
ordinator  is  responsible  for  coor¬ 
dinating  efforts  among  subcontrac¬ 
tors  to  meet  project  goals,  and 
meeting  federal  requirements  for 
project  management  and  reporting. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 

jxm. 
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CAMPUS  ORGANIZER  N.Y.  STATE 

The  Student  Association  of  the  State  University  of 
New  York  (SASU)  is  a  statewide,  student-run,  student 
union  with  a  20  year  history  of  victories  and  empower¬ 
ment.  , 

SASU  builds  effective  grassroots  campaigns  around 
low  tuition,  financial  aid,  recruitment  and  retention  of 
students  of  color,  womyns  safety,  electoral  reform  and 
student  tenants  rights. 

Duties:  Build  and  maintain  campus  chapters  and 
coalitions,  recruit  active  members,  help  develop  and 
coordinate  issue  campaigns,  motivate  students,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  training  programs  and  conferences. 

Requirements:  Organizing  experience,  travel,  good 
communications  skills,  car  preferred. 

Salary:  $12, 000/year,  travel  reimbursed;  health 
benefits,  paid  holidays  and  vacation,  proven  training 
program,  broad  opportunities  for  coalition  involve¬ 
ment. 

To  apply:  Send  resume  to  SASU  Search  committee, 
c/o  SASU,  300  Lark  Street,  Albany,  N.Y.,  12210.  Start 
December  1989. 

SASU  is  an  equal  opportunity/Afirmative  action 
employer.  Womyn,  people  of  color,  openly  gay/les- 
bian/bisexuai  people  are  encouraged  to  apply.  (21) 
WOMEN  S  CONSTRUCTION  CO. 
seeks  carpenters  and  helpers.  Also  part-time  office  help 
wanted.  Must  have  trans.  Call  W.W.C.  7-9am,  3-5pm. 

926-1322.  _ _ 23) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


3LFs  seek  4th  for  sunny  3-floor  house  in  Allston.  25 
min.  walk  to  Harvard  Square.  375-plus.  Available  Dec. 

1  or  sooner.  Yard,  w/d.  Call  783-0734. _ (25) 

TEELE  SQ„  SOMERVILLE 

LF  seeks  same  for  spacious  sunny  5  rm  apt.  avail,  im- 
mead.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs,  or  alcohol.  $250.00  plus 
util.  Call  628-3216.  Please  leave  message. _ (22)  • 

2F,  1M  seeking  housemate.  One  block  to  Porter  Square, 
sunny,  wood  floors,  $341  plus  util.  Gay/straight,  M/F 
o-k.  Nonsmoker.  No  pets.  Avail.  Jan,  1 . 623-1896.  (22) 
ARLINGTON  —  M/2F  seek  progressive  M/F  to  share 
large  4BR  Victorian  house.  Sunny  F.P.  yard  parking. 
Near  T  300-plus  utilities.  Dec/Jan.  No  students. 
625-9894. _ (21) 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

2  women  seek  3rd.  Big  sunny  apartment  3  br.  $350.  per 

month  heat  and  hot  H2o  included.  Very  near  T  Allston. 
Creative,  independent.  Immediate  occupancy.  Call 
Rachel  738^244, _ 

SUNNY  BRIGHTON 

Room  and  shared  first  floor  in  quiet  spacious  Victorian 
home  with  professional  lesbian  couple.  Washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  near  T.  Rent  $350  or  negotiate  help  with 
housecare,  errands,  childcare  with  our  16  month  old 
child.  Call  Loraine  254-5929. _ (22) 

TWO  HOUSEMATES  WANTED:  CHELSEA 
Large  bedroom  and  study  for  each  person  (two  rooms) 
plus  main  house.  W/D,  driveway,  near  T,  nice 
neighborhood.  $450  per  month  per  person.  Call  Joe 
884-5613  or  leave  message. _ (21) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  30  plus  for  spacious,  homey  two  bedroom.  Lots  of 
sun,  quietm  near  MBTA,  stores,  laundry.  No  smok¬ 
ing/substance  abuse.  Cat  okay.  $385-plus.  Available 
1/1.666-0934, _ (21) 

3  LF  looking  for  4th  for  Belmont  home.  Friendly,  in¬ 

dependent,  household.  No  drugs/smoke.  Near  bus  line. 
$295-plus.  Available  late  Dec. /Jan.  Call  Sara/Kate 
484-5319. _ (21) 

2  lesbian  roommates  over  30  wanted  for  9  room  house  in 
Bridgewater.  Quiet  neighborhood.  Parking,  yard.  No 
smokers,  or  drinkers  please.  Vegetarian  preferred. 
Available  now:  $350/mth  plus  utilities.  Cathy  (617) 
282-7227.  (21) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

Cambridge/Somerville — One  minute  to  ‘T’,  stores.  15 
min.  walk  to  Harvard.  2  amusing,  friendly,  LFs  seek 
responsible,  neat,  LF  for  nice  apt.,  quiet  st.  No  smok- 
ing,  no  pets.  $359  plus.  776-6158. _ (21) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  Zi  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  Zi  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM.  FREE 
A  MUST, _ (21) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
NearT.  Call  522-2332, _ (21) 

NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 
Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $325 
plus  util.  Sec,  deposit  call  Alan  666-8093. _ (21) 

Roommate  wanted  for  sunny  renovated  Victorian.  No 
pets,  chem.  free.  Near  T.  3  rooms  available  $250-350  in¬ 
cluding  util.,  security  system,  laundry,  cleaning  service. 
Ashmont  265A097.  Diane. _ (22) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  now,  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs. 

381-8774,  $325-plus.  (21) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (20) 

BOSTON  SUBLET 

Attractive  and  comfortable  Allston  apartment,  conve¬ 
nient  to  Cambridge.  Share  with  my  roommate  who  is 
here  3  days/week,  it’s  all  yours  the  rest  of  the  week  and 
weekend.  Dec.  or  Jan.  thru  Mar.  or  April  —  my  plans 
are  flexible,  so  let’s  talk.  $380  plus  Zi  utils.  Lynn 
254-6807. _  (20) 


a: 


P  ARTMENTS 


APT  TO  RENT 

Dec.  1st  JP  3  Bcdrm  900.00  mo.  Hot  H20  included,  near  T 
and  shops.  524-8118. _ (21) 

Jamaica  Plain,  4-plus  bd  duplex.  Near  T.  Appliances,  washer 
and  dryer,  dining  room  and  eat-in  kitchen.  $1250  plus  utilities. 
783-5150. _ (23) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 


GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466. _ (c) 


O  R 


SALE 


UBLICATIONS 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 

_ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 .  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups .  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups ,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  tool) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N.  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labelsl 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219.  _ (ex) 


MUST  SELL  TYPEWRITER 

IBM  Portable.  Memory  Daisy  Wheel  very  adaptable. 
Foreign  lang.  etc....Neato  keen.  Call  Rachelle  232-1643 
or  623-3414,  Instruction  book  included. _ 

ABSOLUTE  PRIVACY  -  DUXBURY 
Contemporary,  12  acres,  2,000’  of  waterfront,  55’  of  8’ 
glass  on  the  bay,  2  cars  and  connected  garage,  expan¬ 
dable  not  subdivdable,  mooring  in  own  protected  creek, 
absolutely  unique,  incomparable,  $1,500,000.  (617) 
934-0543,  (407)  283-1566. _  (21) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn-  , 
keepers. _ (42)  | 

SEE  VENEZUELA 

El  Palmar  Guest  House  and  Tour  Guide  Service  for  | 
Gays  and  Their  Friends.  Reasonable  rates  for  two  week 
tours  for  parties  up  to  four.  Apartado  4559,  2101 
Maracay,  Aragua,  Venezuela. _ (21) 


q: 


RC.ANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018  (7) 


soners 
Seeking 
Friends 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234  


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
«  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
'  LIC.  and  INS. 

L _ 236-1 84a— 


But- 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  IUSTICE 


GF,  36,  seeks  correspondence  from 
ch/Dyke.  I’m  looking  for  a  lasting  friendship. 
I’m  very  sincere  and  honest.  Please  write  and 
let’s  become  friends.  Patricia  McPETERS, 
313808,  Rt  4  Box  800,  Gatesville  TX  76528. 

I  am  a  lesbian  looking  for  a  real  relationship 

with  no  games.  I  am  25,  like  music  of  all  kinds, 
walking,  candlelight  dinners  and  can  relocate  if 
needed.  Tory  JAMES,  KY  Inst,  for  Women, 
337  Ash  Ave,  Pewee  Valley  KY  40056. 


Prisoner  friends  of  GCN:  We’re  are  do¬ 
ing  a  special  edition  on  the  gay  ’80s, 
and  we  d  like  to  see  some  short  (I 


ana  we  a  like  to  see  some  snort  (I  page  § 
or  so)  statements  by  prisoners  too  in  it  S 
What  were  the  most  important  events! 
and  ideas  in  your  life  in  the  ’80s?  What* 
was  the  queerest  thing  you  did  in  the 
’80s?  Do  you  have  any  predictions  for 
the  ’90s?  SEND  YOUR  PIECE  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE!!!  (than 


§ 


Anarchist  &  other  anti-boss  prisoners! 

A  limited  number  of  Free  copies  of 
REALITY  NOW  are  available  to  anti¬ 
authoritarian  prisoners.  Write  now 
before  they’re  all  gone.  Reality  Now/ 
ABC,  PO  Box  6326  Stn.A,  Toronto 
Ontario  Canada  M5W  1P7.  (Postage 


I  am  half  Cherokee,  29,  bisexual  and  would  like 
to  write  some  other  bisexual  people  or  gays. 
Thank  you.  Mack  HARRIS,  81669,  Star  Rt  Box 
22-B,  Tucker  AR  72168. 

1960  Texan,  body  in  good  shape,  lots  of  lViiles 
left  on  this  one.  Must  admit  two  previous 
drivers  just  about  drove  me  crazy.  Seeding 
stable  driver  for  long  distance  cruisin.  Submit 
driving  record  to:  Tom  BUTLER,  389367,  Rt  4 
Box  1100,  Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 1 

Penpal  programs  for  prisoners  is  the  best  thing 
that  has  happened  since  cock  rings!  By-sexual, 
funloving  in  the  best  of  both  worlds,  into  all 
kinds  of  things,  including  sexual  fantasies, 

■  leather,  travel,  etc.  I’m  very  dominate  but  I  do 
“like  to  see  my  partner  satisfied  fully.  Gary 
Wayne  COLLINSWORTH,  523662,  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

My  family  ran  out  on  me  when  they  found  out  I  7 
was  gay  and  not  like  all  the  other  men  and  that 
helped  me  get  in  here.  I  like  to  write  poems 
about  love  and  to  draw  all  kinds  of  stuff.  This  is 
a  little  about  myself  to  see  if  somebody  wants  to 
write.  Thank  you.  Michael  DILTS,  159033 
(A-l-16),  Box  97,  McAlester  OK  74502. 

I  am  looking  for  a  very  nice  person  who  will  be 
a  friend  to  me.  I  like  to  dance  and  to  sing,  so  if 
there  is  anybody  out  there  interested  in  a  Black 
Queen,  please  write.  By  the  way  I  really  look 
like  a  woman  when  I  dress  up.  My  name  I  go  by 
is  Olesha,  but  you  have  to  write  me  at,  Otis 
BRAZELTON,  864222,  1500  W.  US  40,  Green- 
castle  IN  46135. 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009  _ (ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114(ex) 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181.  _ _ (ex) 


Who’s  in  prison  &  who’s  not  ($)? 

Business  and  white  collar  crimes  cause 
MUCH  more  injury,  death  and  financial  loss 
than  ‘street  crime’.  Violations  of  public  safety 
codes  for  workplaces  and  for  products,  in¬ 
cluding  food  and  drugs,  cause  much  more  suf¬ 
fering  and  waste  than  could  ever  be  caused  by  ■ 
the  people  now  in  prisons.  Who  makes  the 
jaws’  to  benefit  the  rich  and  powerful?  How 
can  anybody  think  they’re  “fair”? 

GCN  would  like  to  hear  your  thoughts  on 
this,  and  how  it  interacts  with  race  and  sexual 
preference  prejudices.  Put  that  noggin  to  work 
before  they  manage  to  turn  it  to  mush,  and  drop 
us  a  line! 


AIDS/HIV  in  prison  —  Ask  for  this  FREE 
information  from  AIDS  Information  Ex¬ 
change  Bulletin  (June  I989J.  Write  to:  US 
Conference  of  Mayors,  1620  Eye  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20006, 


Gay/Lesbian  Legal  Aid:  If  you  have  a  ‘class  ac¬ 
tion’  constitutional  law  suit  (NOT  simply  a  per¬ 
sonal  discrimination/treatment/post-conviction 
remedy!  and  would  like  an  opinion  on  how  to 
proceed,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  MAY  be  able  to 
h  '  " 


elp  you.  Usually  they  don’t  take  cases,  but  they  ^ 
may  be  able  to  offer  advice  or  a  legal  reference. 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  6(6  Broadway  (12th 
floor),  New  York,  NY  10012. _ 


GM,  31,  with  lots  of  hair,  like  the  great  out¬ 
doors,  horticulture  and  cooking.  Need  help 
coming  out.  James  WEST,  193112,  LRF  A-26, 
2500  S.  Sheridan  Dr,  Muskegon  MI  49443. 


Young  bi  male  looking  for  correspondence  with 
other  bis  and  gays.  Into  all  except  S&M  and 
B&D.  Can  receive  mail  from  other  prisoners. 
Dewey  DILLARD,  471470,  Box  999,  III-A-16, 
Rusk  TX  75785. 


I  am  experienced  dancer,  a  damn  good  one  I 
might  add  and  I’m  looking  for  a  stable  job  and 
friendship.  Any  help  would  be  appreciated,  as 
well  as  letters.  Robert  DICKERSON,  39543, 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


BiBM  seeks  correspondence  with  sincere  mature 
individuals  of  homosexual  gender.  Hobbies  in¬ 
clude  movies,  jazz  music,  and  more.  Walter 
BROWN,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887, 


Sensative  caring  intelligent  pre-op,  honey  com- 
plexioned  and  very  shapely  desires  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  other  sincere  people  to  share  ideas 
and  interests.  Hobbies  are  cooking,  reading  and 
just  plain  being  housewife.  D.  MOOTY, 
214-812,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


I’m  back  at  Lansing  here  and  enjoy  raquetball, 
tennis  and  swimming  with  the  right  person 
nude.  Anxious  to  hear  from  you  again.  Don 
POWELL,  38437,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


I  am  Black  and  Mexican  mixed  race,  30  yrs  old, 
Virgo,  like  to  play  basketball,  looking  to  meet 
drag  queens  or  gay  males  that  are  real  femme 
and  delicate.  Ronald  Glenn  FRAZIER,  442142, 
Rt  6  Ellis  II,  Huntsville  TX  77340. 


7  inches  cut,  very  thick  hot  throbbing  flesh  with 
lots  of  hot  creamy  yummy  cummy,  brown  eyes, 
thinning  brown  hair,  mustache.  (All  you  fags 
ho  has  my  photos,  if  you’re  not  going  to  write 
me,  send  them  back.  They  cost  me  $1.50,  and  I 
only  make  $3  a  month.  Looking  for  real  people. 
Send  a  stamp-embossed  envelope  if  you  can.  I 
write  good  sex  stories.  TV-TS  welcome  too. 
Tom  BLANKENSHIP,  195152,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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9  Saturday  □  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  the 

internationally  acclaimed  five-woman  a  capella  gospel  group, 
will  perform  at  the  Strand  Theatre.  543  Columbia  Rd., 
Dorchester.  8pm.  $  1 8/$  15.  Info:  282-8000. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  holiday  potluck.  7pm.  323-1536  for  info 
and  directions. 

New  York  City  □  The  Flirtations  with  special  guest, 
Michael  Callen.  At  Symphony  Space,  2537  Broadway  at 
95th  Street.  8pm.  $15.  212/864-5400. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  EHAIDS  Action  Committee's  7th  annual 
Christmas  Auction  &  Bazaar  at  the  Opera  House,  539 
Washington  Street.  Silent  Auction  and  Bazaar  at  4pm, 
Oral  Auction  at  7pm.  266-6909. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA’s  3rd  Annual  Auc¬ 
tion  at  the  First  Parish  Church  on  Meetinghouse  Hill. 
7pm.  825-3737. 

Somerville  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  holds  monthly  potluck  and  social.  71 
Union  Square.  6pm.  Lisa,  628-2532  or  Mike,  628-2643. 

Boston  □  The  Second  Annual  Yiiletide  Stride 
Road  Race  to  benefit  people  with  AIDS.  Starts  at  the 
Boston  Common.  l2noon.  $10  donation.  For  application 
call  282-0013  or  232-7929. 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown  & 
Surroundings.  Anniversary  Holiday  Potluck  Brunch. 
Il:30am-3pm.  Becky,  395-4664  or  Lloyd,  924-6113. 

Boston  □  The  Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians 

and  Gay  Men  Post  Thanksgiving  potluck/Rap/Party  at 
Jin’s.  Call  262-6670  for  information. 

4  Monday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Understanding 
HIV's  legal  and  insurance  issues  with  Denise  McWilliams 
of  Glad  and  Robert  Greenwald  of  AAC.  338  Newbury 
Street.  6-8pm.  Paul  or  Robb  at  266-0900  to  preregister. 

Boston  □  Tax  Resistance  Clinics  by  New  England 
War  Tax  Resistance  at  the  Community  Church,  565 
Boylston  Street.  7-9pm.  Wheelchair  Accessible. 
731-6139. 

5  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  and 
discuss  “Dealing  with  the  Holidays.”  At  the  Lindemann 
Center,  25  Staniford  Street,  2nd  floor.  8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Cambridge  □  Marianne  and  Juliane  and  Second 
Awakening  of  Christa  Klages,  two  feminist  films  by 
director  Margarethe  von  Trotta  are  showing  at  The  Brat¬ 
tle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  Street.  The  first  film  shows  at  4  and 
7:50pm,  the  second  at  6  and  9:50pm.  876-6837. 

6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Creating  the 
Holidays  you  Want!  with  Rezakkah  Norins.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6-7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  preregister. 

7  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group,  meets 
at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Service  Center.  338  Newbury 
Street.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Community  Cancer  Pro¬ 
ject  Feminists  meet  to  discuss  strategies  for  political  ac¬ 
tion  on  cancer  issues  and  to  develop  support  and  services 
for  women  who  have  cancer.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  Street.  7-9pm. 


8  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arling¬ 
ton  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Dorchester  □  Multicultural  Benefit  Concert  featur-. 
ing  Flor  de  Cana,  Volo  Volo  and  Right  Time  to  benefit  the 
Bowdoin  Street  Health  Center.  At  The  Strand  Theatre, 
543  Columbia  Road.  8pm.  $15.  825-9800. 

Cambridge  □  The  Oxymorons  perform  their  smart 
ass  “odd  capella"  music  at  the  Modern  Times  Cafe,  134 
Hampshire  Street.  9pm.  $5.  354-8321. 

9  Saturday 

Dorchester  □  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  the 

internationally-acclaimed  five  woman  a  capella  gospel 
group,  will  perform  at  the  Strand  Theatre,  543  Columbia 
Road.  8pm.  $I8/$I5.  282-8000. 

Cambridge  □  Saphire-Uppity  Women  Blues  per¬ 
form  at  Indigo,  823  Main  Street.  8pm.  $8.50. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

sponsors  a  Flea  Market  and  Bake  Sale  at  the  First  Church 
Unitarian,  6  Eliot  Street.  Noon-5pm.  Mike  O.,  524-0557. 

Northampton  □  1 0th  Annual  Lesbian  Homeshow 

at  the  Northampton  Center  for  the  Arts.  Also  12/10. 
I0am-5pm.  $1-3.  Wheelchair  accessible,  sign  language  in¬ 
terpreted. 

New  York  City  □  The  Stonewall  Chorale  perform  in 
concert  at  Town  Hall,  123  West  43rd  Street.  8prri.  $18, 
$15,  $12.  212/721-2924. 

10  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

hold  annual  potluck  with  entertainment  by  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band.  First  Church  Unitarian,  6 
Eliot  Street.  4pm.  Kenn,  524-0833. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  holds 
open  house  for  their  new  Wholistic  Health  Services.  338 
Newbury  Street.  Ilam-2pm.  267-0900. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  ice  skating  at  the  Cleveland 


Boston  □  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  and 
Lesbians  sponsor  an  evening  of  movies  and  popcorn  at 
the  Arlington  Street  Church.  7pm. 

1 1  Monday 

Boston  □  Celebration  ’90:  Gay  Games  III,  general 
meeting  and  registration  night  at  1270  Boylston  Street. 
7:30pm.  288-1606. 

1 2  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Healing  Services  for  all  affected  by  AIDS, 
sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS.  At  the 
Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  35  Bowdoin  Street 
(Beacon  Hill).  7:30pm.  628-7665. 

13  Wednesday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Creating  the 
Holidays  You  Want!  with  Rezakkah  Norins.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6-7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  preregister. 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Veterans,  Potluck  Christmas  Party  at  the  Les/Gay  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  8- 1 0pm.  Cliff, 
723-8127. 

14  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group  meets 
at  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm. 
266-1129. 

Cambridge  □  Eve  Goodman  and  Doshie  Powers 

perform  at  Christopher's,  1920  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-mid- 
night.  $5.  876-9180. 


1 5  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

1 6  Saturday 

Boston  □  A  Clean  and  Sober  Dance  for  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community.  Sponsored  by  The  Boston  Sound 
Machine.  140  Clarendon  Street,  at  the  Y.  9pm- 1  am.  $5. 

New  York  City  □  Casselberry- DuPree  perform  a 
concert  to  benefit  Brooklyn  Women’s  Martial  Arts.  At 
the  Borough  of  Manhattan  Community  College,  199 
Chambers  Street.  8pm.  $15  in  advance,  $20  at  the  door. 
718/788-1775. 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Service 
Center  hosts  an  evening  of  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  338 
Newbury  Street.  7- 1 0pm.  $2  donation.  247-2927. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 


Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

loston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  12/4  Erotic  Writing,  12/11 
Women’s  Body  Building.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  8-l0pm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr. ,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Gary.  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  12/5  Ques¬ 
tioning  conventional  sexuality,  12/12  Psychological  dif¬ 
ferences  between  relationships  with  men  and  relationships 
with  women.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  12/5 
Lesbians  and  laughter,  12/12  Coming  Out  Stories.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm:  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1 FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal  Med¬ 
icine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding  scale. 
Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room.  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana, 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Circle  MDC  Rink.  1:30pm. 
782-8894  for  information. 


527-1741  for  directions, 


Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 


A  new  word 
in  AIDS 
prevention: 
relapse 

Recent  evidence  shows  gay 
men  may  be  slipping  in 
adherence  to  consistent 
safer  sex  practices. 
Educators  pinpoint  lack  of 
social  support  for  safer  sex 
as  a  key  factor. 


By  Michael  De  Mayo 

Safer  Sex. 

We’ve  heard  it  all  before.  “On  me,  not  in 
me,  except  with  a  condom,”  “Men:  Use 
Condoms  or  Beat  It!,”  “Safer  Sex:  Do  It!,” 
“Hot,  Horny,  and  Healthy,”  “Love  Me, 
Love  My  Condom.”  These  are  just  some  of 
the  slogans  that  have  appeared  on  buttons, 
T-shirts,  and  posters  over  the  past  few  years 
to  promote  safer  sex.  For  many  of  us,  like  it 
or  not,  safer  sex  is  now  an  integral  part  of 
our  lives.  For  gay  men  whose  sexual  expres¬ 
sion  and  freedom  is  such  a  large  part  of  our 
identity,  redefining  and  restructuring  sexual 
activities  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  a 
courageous  and  passionate  act  made  all  the 
more  difficult  by  an  unsupportive  society 
ruled  by  homophobia,  fear,  and  ignorance. 
But  whether  HIV  positive  or  negative,  prac¬ 
ticing  safer  sex  has  allowed  us  to  retain  that 
sexual  freedom.  In  large  part,  we  have  met 
the  challenge.  And  as  a  result,  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  affected  a  behavior  change 
among  its  members  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  public  health  education.  We’ve 
seen  seroconversion  rates  among  gay  men  as 
a  group  drop  from  a  high  of  25  percent  to 
current  rates  of  only  one  to  two  percent. 
(Note:  while  this  low  rate  is  a  victory,  it  is 
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important  to  note  that  it  does  not  account 
for  differences  of  race  and  class,  and  is  pro¬ 
bably  most  applicable  to  white,  middle  class 
gay  men.)  Sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
which  plagued  the  gay  community  long  be¬ 
fore  the  onset  of  HIV  infection,  have  de¬ 
creased  at  a  phenomenal  rate.  Yes  folks,  it’s 
true:  “A  Rubber  Is  a  Friend  in  Your 
Pocket.” 

But  now,  there  is  a  new  problem  that 
threatens  to  override  this  achievement,  and 
those  of  us  who  work  in  AIDS  prevention 
are  learning  a  new  word:  relapse.  “Just  this 
once.  I  want  to  feel  your  skin  next  to  mine 
without  anything  between  us.  I  promise  I’ll 
wear  a  condom  next  time.”  How  can  we  re¬ 
fuse?  “Well,  I  don’t  have  condoms  with  me. 
Look,  I’ve  gone  this  long  without  getting  it, 
one  time  isn’t  going  to  make  a  difference.” 
Oh,  really?  “He  was  so  hot!  I  just  didn’t 
care,  I  wanted  all  of  him.”  Was  it  worth  it? 
“We  got  so  fucked  up  last  night,  I  don’t 
remember  what  we  did.”  Just  because  we 
know  we  should  practice  safer  sex  doesn’t 
mean  we  will.  Do  you  think  that  everyone 
who  reads  the  Surgeon  General’s  warnings 
on  cigarette  packs  stops  smoking?  It  would 
be  naive  and  dangerous  to  think  so.  We’ve 
educated  many  men  about  safer  sex.  But  it’s 
not  enough.  It  may  seem  as  though  the  safer 
sex  message  gets  overplayed,  stressed  too 
much;  it  may  have  even  become  tired.  None¬ 
theless,  it  has  become  evident  that  to  aban¬ 
don  that  message  now  would  create  compla¬ 
cency  among  poeple  at  risk  for  HIV  infec¬ 
tion.  The  end  result  would  be  a  relaxation  of 
life-saving  techniques.  We  would  be  faced 
with  a  new  generation  of  individuals  testing 


antibody  positive. 

Unlike  primary  risk  reduction  programs, 
for  which  considerable  research  on  the  be¬ 
haviors  of  gay  and  bisexual  men  has  been 
conducted,  research  on  relapse  issues  is  min¬ 
imal  at  best,  and  has  focused  almost  entirely 
on  middle-class,  white  gay  men.  In  fact,  the 
only  clear  evidence  we  have  comes  from  a 
report  released  in  February  of  this  year  by 
Ron  Stall  and  Maria  Ekstrand  of  the  Center 
for  AIDS  Prevention  Studies  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  San  Francisco.  Their 
study  indicates  that  the  rate  at  which  gay 
men  are  relapsing  into  unsafe  sex  is  on  the 
rise.  Needless  to  say,  this  is  a  very  disturbing 
analysis.  The  authors  of  the  report  recom¬ 
mend  that  effective  reinforcement  strategies 
must  include  continued  social  support  for 
low-risk  sex  and  changing  community 
norms.  Also,  a  recent  finding  from  the 
Seattle-King  County  Department  of  Public 
Health’s  clinic  for  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  has  indicated  an  outbreak  of  gonor¬ 
rhea  among  gay  men  in  the  first  ten  months 
of  this  year.  This  is  a  significant  statistic  in 
light  of  the  fact  that  up  until  1989,  the  rate 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases  among  gay 
men  had  decreased  by  nearly  90  percent. 

There  can  be  no  question:  maintenance  of 
safer  sexual  behaviors  is  critical,  and  not  on¬ 
ly  for  those  who  may  be  uninfected.  It  is 
equally  important  to  support  positive  at¬ 
titudes  toward  safer  sex  among  gay  men 
who  are  HIV  antibody  positive,  or  have 
ARC  or  AIDS.  For  people  living  with 
AIDS,  safer  sex  is  a  way  to  hold  onto  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  satisfying  sex  life.  It  is  also  a  way  to 
avoid  exposure  to  infections  that  may  have 
been  easily  fought  off  under  other  circum¬ 
stances. 

The  challenge  for  AIDS  educators  in  pre¬ 
venting  relapse  from  occurring  is  under¬ 
standing  what  motivates  individuals  to 
abandon  low-risk  behaviors  even  though 
they  may  be  aware  of  the  risks.  Why  do  peo¬ 
ple  relapse?  Perhaps  because  of  a  resistance 
to  condom  use.  (“They  taste  awful,”  “They 
take  the  spontaneity  out  of  sex,”  “They 
always  break,”  “I  can’t  feel  anything  with 
them  on,”  “Do  they  really  work?”  It  could 
be  related  to  one’s  own  perception  of  risk. 
“I  don’t  see  why  getting  fucked  without  a 
condom  is  so  risky  if  he  doesn’t  cum  in  your 
ass,”  “I  tested  negative  and  so  did  my  boy¬ 


friend,  we  don’t  need  to  practice  safer 
sex”).  Or  simply  lack  of  negotiating  skills 
(“When  do  I  bring  it  up?”  “Why  should  I 
have  to  be  the  one  to  talk  about  it?  If  he 
wants  to  suck  my  dick  without  a  condom, 
it’s  his  problem,”  “Sex  isn’t  something  you 
talk  about,  it’s  something  you  just  do.”) 

There  are  many  answers  to  the  question  of 
relapse,  none  of  which  are  easily  identified 
or  understood.  We  know  that  social  and 
peer  support,  as  well  as  community  norms, 
play  important  roles  in  one’s  perception  of 
the  importance  of  safer  sex  and  ultimately 
creates  a  support  system  in  which  safer  sex 
remains  a  healthy  and  smart  choice. 
However,  lack  of  reinforcement  for  safer 
sex  poses  numerous  consequences,  only  one 
of  which  is  relapse.  We  can  see  from  anec¬ 
dotal  evidence  that  other  consequences  in¬ 
clude  the  decision  not  to  have  sex  any 
longer,  a  withdrawl  from  social  situations  in 
which  the  possibility  of  a  sexual  encounter  is 
imminent,  and  a  breakdown  in  communica¬ 
tion  between  long  term  partners. 

At  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  in 
New  York  City,  we  are  beginning  to  see 
common  themes  emerging  from  evidence 
gathered  at  primary  risk-reduction 
workshops,  focus  groups,  and  interviews 
with  members  of  the  gay  community  and 
professional  AIDS  prevention  educators. 
Perhaps  the  most  obvious  of  these  themes 
concerns  social  support  for  safer  sex.  When 
asked  to  identify  social  barriers  to  practicing 
safer  sex,  participants  of  a  GMHC  pilot 
workshop  indicated  that  these  barriers  are 
largely  related  to  the  lack  of  a  positive  gay 
identity  and  an  inability  to  break  free  of 
negative  social  values  about  sex.  At  the  Na¬ 
tional  AIDS  Network  Skill  Building  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  last 
month,  GMHC  sponsored  a  brief  discussion 
session  with  community-based  organiza¬ 
tions  around  the  country  to  address  the  issue 
of  relapse.  At  that  session,  the  most  com¬ 
mon  factor  identified  as  contributing  to 
relapse  behavior  was  the  lack  of  social  sup¬ 
port  for  both  safer  sex  and  gay  lifestyles. 

Individuals  are  bombarded  with  confus¬ 
ing  and  contradictory  images  when  it  comes 
to  sexual  behavior.  Saying  “Wait,  let’s  get  a 
condom”  when  things  are  hot  and  heavy  is 
not  simply  an  issue  of  assertiveness,  but  also 
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